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‘he luftratio ns. 


P-a- He . Couetous wretch, to what may we compare, . 
i better then Swine: both of one nature are; 
= One grumbles.th’ other grunts: both groffe and dull, ’ 
hungry, fill feeding,and yet neuer full, . 
Kefemblance from their habits may be had — 
the one in Furre,th’ other in Brifiles clad. 
Rich menby others fweat augment their pounds: — 
the Hog’s ftill rooting inthe neighbours grounds. . 
They neyther of them vpward caft an eye, 
oth downeward looke, and pray on what they fpie, , 
Nor differ they in death, The Branne nought yeilds..- 
till cutin Collers,into Cheekes and Shields, 
Like him the V fuver howfocuer fed, 
Profits none /tuing,till himfelfe be dead. 
Both with the Chriffaeas-boxe may well comply ~ 
#¢ nothing yeilds till broke, They till they dye. - 


SH SaEYG Ne SH we Spa WWeBELR Se SUG 0 BPE RVe NI CUNO 
Moe hemes see ero RaX 22. 


The En glilh Viurer. 
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Calvin Epift. de Vfura. 

Inrepub.bene conftitura nemo fanerater tolerabilis eft fea 
omuino deber & Confortiohominum reyes : An Vfurer 
is not tolerable in a well eftablifhed Common- - 
weale, but vtterly tobe reiected out of the com. 


oany.of men, - 
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THE 


ENGLISH 


VSVRER: 
OR 
VSVRY CONDEMNED, 


: BY 
The moft learned and famous Die - 
uines of the Church of England, and Dedi- 


cated ioall his Maiefties Subiects, for 
the ftay of further increafe ~ 
of the fame. 


Collected 
By [oun Braxton ; Preacher of 
Gods Word at Ofmington, in Dorcer-fhire, 


a 


Caluin, Epift, de Vfura. 
Aded plus quam rarum et eusdem effe hominem probuns ec 
feneratorem. It is more then rare, (or itis very feldome 


feene,)that one and the fame perfon, fhouldbebothan ~ 
honeft man and’an vfirer. 


LONDON. | 
Printed by loun Norton , and are ta bee fold ~ 
a by loun Lone, in Dorchester. 1634. 
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~ Tothe Reader, 


° 


PUT, Here are fome cofhmit vfiry, nor —— 
NA knowing it to be finne : eytherbe- 
caufe they haue not the Word, or, 
they vfe not the Word for the en- — - 
lightning of their hearts. Thofe Sea. 
"~~ that bee. ignorant for want ‘of the yy. Afofe. 
Word, are much tobe pitied ; and yet is their want Treatile of 
that way,the iuft punifhment. of firine. Thofe that are vfury Epi- 
ignorant for not vfing the Word,are fharpely to be fle be ihe 
reproued ; asthofe whofeignorance accrewing from Re = 
their owne negligence, is meete finne vnto them. In ee 
vtrifquenon eff iufta excnfatio, fed infla condemmatio, ¢. 19, 
fayth: Aueuftine, Neyther of both can-iuftly be ex- Rom. prefby 
cufedg nay cyther ofboth is iuftly tobe condemned, Ep.105. 
Others commitvfury, and ftand to excufe dt, alead- 
ging for’themfelues the authority of. men : to thefe 

Tanfwer, as Lafantivs did'to the Gentiles, who 

grounded theit religion vpon the authority of their L<¢t. de, 
Anceftours, Td folum réSum eftsquod ratio preferibit, O° bbs - 
not thatwhichimen fay; but thatwhich reafon wat. 77% "?°7" 
‘ranteth, is tight and to be approued. Nise A 
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To the Reader. 


Fxod-33.2 To them that alleidge examples, Lanfwerwith 


Cypriante 


the ancient proucrbe, Viuitur preceptts nonexemplys : 
we mult line by precepts , and not by examples. 
Aud with tchatof Aofes; Thou {halt wot follow a.multin 
rudesto- doe enill, Tothem which iuftifie viury tobe 
Jawfall, I ftand not sheere to make anfiver : for 
to that end ferueth the treatife following. Ones 
ly , I applic’ wntos them’, that which Cypri- 


De Simpli- an {pake of fome Teachéts of his time, -47. 
euate pré~ bulantes ia tenebris , habere fe lucem exiftimant : 


CALOF US . - 


walking in darkéhefle, they fuppofe they haue the 


light. 


Difu@ in « Tothem thar pretend, they cannot otherwife 
Gods pro- liue , I replie.: that they may -accufe themfelues 
uidence.the of floth and idleneffe, of infidelity and diftruft 
‘Vfarers £0. in Gods Prouidence.: which is indeed the Vfurers. 


Simile. 
Maw7.6 


Simile, ‘9. 


{inne | — 

Others ‘yet there are, who knowing the pracs © 
tife:to bee euill , and themfelues not being able 
to excufe it. they: turne..their nofe vpom» the 
very winde ; like the. weathersCocke: 3. and: like — 
mad men rage.at thofe. that would, binde chem 
for their benefit : and are like the Swine of which 
Chrift {peaketh in the: Gofpell ; who when -they 
chaue- Pearles throwne before: themz,: turne agairie, 
and-all- to rent thofe that caft them: “God bee 
mercifull-vato thefekind of Vfurers 5 and .con- 
uert them > ( if ic bee his will ; ). for their.cafe 
is‘ defperate. | They are: like vato’ a foolifh pa- 
tient, who is ready to flie into the face of the 


Chirurgian, when hee. fearcheth his wousd.vato 


. - the 


To the Reader, 


_ tke bottome, for the curing of it, VVhat will 
follow hereupon ? Buc theruine of the Vfurer > 
Others , when the Minifter preacheth againft 
Viury , encourage. themfelues in. their vnchari. 
_ table courfe of life , by this conceit ; that it is 
but huis priuate opinion, This treatife will make f 
it cuident, that , Vfury to bee unlarfull , proceeds The mok 
not out of the mouths of fome few Humoriffs in iudicious 
the Country, ¢ for fo the Vfurers account them ; ) Divines 
but it-is the-iudgement .of thofe who fit-at the oe, 
Helme, and deferuedly are accounted pillarsinthe *"Y* . 
Church of God. 
As for the Author of this Treatife : vnder- 
ftand, that hee neyther lendeth , nor taketh vpon 
Viury : for hee followes his calling, and doth not yfarers yile 
bufy himfelfe much withthe affayers of the world. perfons PSG 
As for: profeft -Vfurers , hee efteemes them as 35. . 
vile perfons , in whofe eyes they are moft iuftly 
contemned , but hee honoreth thofethat feare the 
Lord. which the Vitrers do nor. And therefore be- 
ing free from the guiltineffe of this finne jh 
may the moore freely gine fentence vpon the 
vngodlinefle thereof Judicet ile de alterizs errore 
( dayth S$. mbrofe ) qui non habet in feipfa quod Ambrof. fu- 
condemmet : indicet, gui non agit cadens que in alio Pt7,0eati ste: 
putauerit punienda, “Let him iudge of another gpa an 
mans default , who hath not the fame faule to 
condemne in himfelfe : Jet him iudge of another 
who committeth not the fame thing which hee 
deemeth worthy the punifhing in another. 
‘Know morcouer,that he is a thorough conformable 
; f member, 
‘ & 


Tothe Reader, 


2 rarer rite re 


a eet re gt 


Member afd Minifter of tl the. 1. Chirch of: England. | 
And for the Scope ‘of this Treatife, Ta ky ine the 
information and ‘faluation of | thy: foule, and-his | 


(a) Si guid owne foule. Take the Treatife; and (2) give: “pray- 


ex Ufs tuo 
repert ay 
iva me pre ° 
C1bus tuis 


apud denms 


aliam mere 
cedem non 
defder Oe. 
vale. 


€rs,'.for - 


° : s 
’ “ o a ~“e 
rm a 7 Y Sow 
4 


Thy fell WW member in 
Chit els u my ; 


7 a of the Contents, - 


see pipyegsriiied Hal 
yous defined by Bifbop Donam sand, Me .Fenton. 
Pioneer 


The diftinBion, of ofury into mentall and afl Where 
aituall vfury ts diftinguilbed from other contyatts : a 
1° From liberall contrafts, 2 From all lanfull buying. 
3 From lanfull Location or letting 1 to hive, 4 From 
the contrat of Parinerfbip.. 3 From aduenturers ofu- 

“ty. 6 From liberallvfiery: 7 From vecompencing vfi- 
rae ae we call Tntereft. 
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CHAP. 4. é 
The eens of th eared Dinner the sete of 
atk alae condennning “ufiury. 4 wet 
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cleare ‘pu apt Similies to, which vy end “ peers are 
vifembled. 


owe rie ba 
Anfeertih the obiettions which are cman uid de. 
"fence of fury, . 
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That ofivers are boxnd’ to repent, and to make veflitu- 
tion. 
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a The 


The Names of the moft ee, 


and learned Bifbops, and of the moft learned and . 
Iudiciall Ditines vfed. inthis Treaufe,. 


‘C1 Sasde  ~y  CArchbithopofrorger . 
To Tewell (Some, Bifhop of Salisbury, 
3-Kiag \. Crimes Bithop of Londow.- 
Bifhop <4 Babingroi Bifhop of orceffer. 


15 Donnan’, the hammer of vfurers , Lord / 
Bithop of Derry in Ireland. 
ile Lafke,late Lord Bifhop of Bath and Wels. 3 


ft ae ene apace 
| willer. a | Williams + 
Dohord Selater,. . Y _ Doétore web, 
Tart. a pei , 
‘Smith. ar wilfen. — 
iCwilkinfon,.  (¢Scudder.' 0% 1.3 « CRabrongh, . 
Smith, Rogers of. AMfoffe. 
Whearly, Wwethersfiedd -. preter» 
Dod, _— Rogers of ‘| Dyke. 
Me Bolton, M:.2- Meffing Mr. $ Bayne. 
|| Perkins... _,, | Rogers OF | Brinfley. 
A diens, Dedham. Siluefier. 
| Powel, | Northbrooke | withers. 
Wore. Pilipsancs , (&Quarlere . 
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The Charitable happy, 


othe Viurers acturfed. . 


‘a 


O ! thrice, thrice happy ‘he whofe free defires Blefied are the 
Tocharity a holy fernor fires: , aecae 
Who onely minds Gods glory, by bis gift, Pfalgpags 


And neyghbours good, without finifter drifrs \ - 
Famine (familiar unto rogues that range ) . 
Shall not come necre bis garner, nor his grange $ 
His fields, with Corne, abusdant crop {hall coner, 
His vines with Grapes; bis hedge with Rofes der 5. 
Fis dovenes with (heepe, his dayery-grounds with Neat: 
‘His mounts with Kidsshis. moors with Oxen great; 
His growes with drones (increajing night and day;) 
His hils with Heards bis {miling meads with Hay; 
‘Tes fans with foule his pils, and pooles with Fifh; 
His srees with fruits with plenty enery difh ; =. 
Consent and health (the beftof earthly bi:ffe) Philg.rrstey | 
Shall enermore remaine with bim and hss ; ‘t Tim.6.6, 
Him, pride or enuy mener [hall molest ; 
Or corfine care, foe to repast and reff. 
For gh’ all-fee eye till carefully refpects 
The Almner’s houfe and ener it. protetts ; Efay 59.8.9, 
Th fisally, when iuftice endeth all, KO,TI;&C 
Sweet mercies voyce him to heau'ns Kingdome ea, 
“But th’ Vfurer ( howe-euer here hethrine 


fi i 

Exheards aed hoords) al ready dead aline re ‘ wi 

(No heat of lone,wo heart to ite a mite, Pfdling.s. 
4.2 : Ets 


ona acewier ates ee ee 


Ezek, 18,13. Ereepe te gaine and gather double by fas | 
Hiws in that day (to bima day afimoe) 
The Holy-one the. all-knower will nor knows 9 
Shame and confnfion (hall be-{pread Ring overs.) 
Wifhing the heles to hide, and. bili v0 cower 2 0 io 
Eternall fire [hall fry hes thirfty veines; 
Immortall dying ix eternall paives. 
His eyes, fo nice tolooke on Lazarus fore 
Shall foim in fulphury teares (tortur.dthe more , 
To fee aboue, in bliffe and glory rife, 
Whom ruthleffe here pe would wot fee,in life) 
. His eares bere deafe.vntodefrefied onesx.  . aw 
_. Shall there heare horrov of the damned groness 
ave" Ker hall rhe voyce of mercy im falute, 
- “ \apho in felt to needy moanewdas mites nk 
Milliows of males cannot him redecme, 
Nor all Church-treafare ener vanfome bin, 
Frons all-thought-paf( ing pangs of wretcheantes 3. « 
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On Vfurers. : 


F all men vs'rers are not leaft accurft; 
They robbe the Spittle, pinch th’ afflied wort : 
In others priefe they’r moft delighted in ; 
Whilft Givers fuffer for the Takers finne: 
O how vninft a trade of life is that, 
Which makes the lab’rers,leane,and th’ idle, fatte > 
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Fra, QvaRtees, 


is 


' pth ete, 9 et wy — : 
Se Reonsibe oiler pRoritonibentes 
: NORE & : , 
cAinere gui lucrum facit, eft homicida Catoni,” 
Furts dupla, buins quadrupla multe fuit. 
Non facit heredem, prinatur honere fepslchré 
_ Lxeitenes lucro fener is acer opes. 
Sermo facer; paires;pins omnis damnat, at una 
(Qua docet errores) Confuetnde probase - 


Tohannes Garbraudus :; 
“ Oxonienfisa 
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< To the Viurer. 


Mors tua, mors Chrifti,fraus munds, gloria celi, 
Ex dolor inferni, {unt meditanda. tibi. 


Thy death,the death of Chrift,the worlds tentation. 
Heauens ioy,liells torment,be thy meditation. 


. & Here bee three moff notable hélpes of a gode 
ie Ly life, delinered to vs by Dauid, im three 
-ofagodly Pag ia aerfes.of.thertg Pfalme, 57-0 Lord, 
life. . er Sa), I ‘haue determined -to keepe thy 
‘P@L119.57 ‘Word. 53.I Raue made my fuppli-. 


‘58, 59° cation in thy prefence with my whole heart. 59.1 
ies + ‘haue confidered my wayes, and turned my feete va-. 
Sonn 8 ~ tothy teftimonies. Determination is the firft: It isa 
ROM +L y . - “4 ., 
good thing by fetled refolution to conclude with thy felfe 

that thou wilt line godly.. Supplication. is the fecond : ex- 

cept by continuall Prayer thy determination bee confir- 

med,and flrengthned by grace from God, thy conelufions 

which thou takeft to day, (ball vanifh to morrow. Confide- 

vation ts the third, andit is profitable roreduce thee a- 

-gaine into the may of God, fa often as of weakeneffe thon 

Waiie 


thouwanders from it, contrary to thy firft determination . 

Thefe are three helps to keepe thy heart in the way of God : 

foneceffary , that if without them thou doft any norke, 

it isnot posible but thou {halt be (nared. Firft therefore 

determine toforfake thyV fury, and to make reftitution. 

Secondly, ftrengthen this determination by Prayer, {ay 

ith Dauid,create inmeacleaneheart,O God:and re- Pfal. 51-16." 
new aright (pitit withinme, Encline my heart vnto Pial.1#9.36 © 
thy teftimonies:and not te couctoufnefle. Thirdl},con- 

fider thy former conrfes hen thou waft a theeuifh Vfurer, 

and fay with our bleffed Sauiour : VWhat isaman pro- | 
fited , ifhe fhall gaine thewhole world, and lofe his Math-26.26 ° 
owne foule ? Orwhat fhalla man giue in exchange for 

his foule ? Say with the holy Apofile S. Paul, they that 

will be rich, fallinto temptationand a fare, and ~ |) 
into many foolifh and hurtfiill Jufts, which ‘drowne ? Tim®-9*° 
men in perdition and deftruGion, Finally,doe good, 
berich in good workes, ready to diftribute, willing 
to communicate , laying vp in ftoreforthy felfea 
good foundation again{t the timetocome, that thou 
mayft lay hold on eternall life. Conftder mhat I fay, 4 Tim.o, 9; 
and the Lord gine thee enderftanding in all things, 
Farewell, . ; | 


v.18, 19.) ‘ 
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THE ENGLISH 
VSVRER: 


c WAP s UL. 
OF the definition of Vfiry. 


RPS aed He contrad of Viury is nothing elfe but 

IA illiberall mutuation,and may thus brief- Bb, Dewars, 
1 ly bedefined : Viury is mutuation , or in P&15, 
lending for gaines This briefe defini- pet5t-, ~ 
tion doth fully fet forth the true natare Vy. cehinces 
of Viury,and fufficiently diftinguifheth 

it from all other contracts whatfoeuer. 


prefuppofed in the Scripture, Exod.22.25. and the vfwre nnn 
fame if need were, might be proued by the other susmz. 
relatine, which is borrowing : for lending and | 

borrowing are relatiues: And ifhe which taketh vp mo~ 

ney vpon viury , be aborrower ; then he chat giveth or 

pwttethit forth vnto vfury, isa lender. 


be [fay it ismutuationor lending’, whichis alfo Sxbicttwms 


The contract therefore of Viury is ‘a‘contra& of len- Idem p. 
cing ; now inthe contract of mutuation or lending, divers 
B things 


3825 


a - Lhe Englith Vfarer. 


things concurre,which alfo belong to the nature of Viury.’ 


a That it isof fuch thingsas are {pentin the vfe, and: 
confit inquantitie, that isto fayin number, weight, 
or meafure, as Money,and Vituals, Corne,Wine,Oyle, 
&c. which are particularly mentioned, Dent, 23.19% 
Lewit 25.37. | ry ry 


4 


cy 


a+ And therefore isali¢nation not onely of thevfe, but: 
alfo of-the propertie, from which the-vie ( of fuch.. 
. things asare {pentrin the vfe) carinot be feuered.. / 


3: As the property is transferred to the borrower, fo 
the borrower ftandeth to the hazzard of the thing bor- 
rowed, ' 

4. That it is not a perpettall alienation of that which is 
lent,but for a time, which time beitig expired, the bor-- 
rower isbound-to reftore the prineipall.. - 

5+ Recanfe the thing-borrowed is;to be fpent inthe vie,’ 
therefore the borrower is-bound, not to reftore the 
felfe fame particular which he borrowed, but fo much 
inthe fame kind, or the fame valew. j— 


aan 


tg 


6 Tt belongeth to the nature of lending ; that it be free 
and liberall. And this is that which followeth in the 
definition, asthe difference to diftinguith itfrom free 

~ lending that itis for gaine. : , 


Viury is fot . By gaine is ment any addition, ouerplus, or in-~ 
gaine. creafe,ouer and aboue the Principall’, whether it. bee ~ 
‘i money, Or money worth, require not for the indemnity - 
vane ae ofthe Creditour, to faue him harmeleffe ,‘buc for his - 
cReemed, | aduantage, to make himva gainer by lending ; forthat - 
gaine. onely is.co be.efteemed. gaine , whichis an ouerplus, ° 

r . clearely. + 


The Enghfh Vfurer. 


clearely gotten abouethe Principal. And whereas I fay 
itiseythermoney, ormoney worth + this money worth 
reacheth farre ,,notonely to goods and wares, butalfo 
to labours and feruices, and whatfoeuer elfebeing va- 
Juableby money, may lawfully be let or fold for money. 
And when 1 fay that vftury islending for gaine, it is ment, 
chat in the firft act of lending vpon viury , or alter- 
wards in the forbearing , whereby that lending is con- 
tinued , gaineis, if not couenanted for , yet at the leaft 
intended. So that where there is a covenant or intent 
of gaine by loane , whether it bein the firft act of len- 
ding,, or afterwards-in the forbearing, it is viury : and 
contrariwife , where there is neyther a conenant nor in- 
tent of gaine inlending or forbearing , thereis not viury, 
though there be an ouerplus, or encreafe received cuez 
and befides the Principall. | J, 
e 

The Hebrew word /Ve(heh, is the ordinary. name to 
fignifie vfury , as Fensin Latine, or *« in Greeke, or 
Vfury in Englifh-For the money which islent vpon vfury, 
is called Wefbeh,a biter , or which biteth : and the 


Hebrew phrafe , which fignifiethto be lent ypon vfury, a 


is to bite,as appeareth plainely, Dent.23-19. Thou fbale 
aot lend upow vfury to thy brother money or meat , orany 
thing elfe , Afber Ifbak, whieh biteth, that-is , which 
is lent vpon viury. Fer whatfoeuer the Viurer lendeth, 
it hath teeth,and iawes to eate and.confume the fub- 
ftance of other men; his Corne or victuals which were 
smadeto.beeaten, doeeate, and his money which was 
made to, be {pent, doth waft the fubfance of others. 
cand therefore Hebrew writers doe teach, that in the 
name of Viuryisencluded anadmonition, -nottobor- 
“vow vpon Viury: for hee which taketh’ money vpor 
Vfury, taketh as it werea ferpent into his bofome- 


This is confefled by Calzive himfelfe, that whereas 
B 2 vitt= 


Idem p. 1$4e 


The names ef 
LY. 


EST 
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Vfurers auoyd thename Ve/heb, which fignified biting, 
as they doethe-name Vfury among vs as being odious, 
and-therefore alledged , that they tooke not Nefbeh bur 
Tarbith, as amongtt vs they will not be thought to take 
V fury but confideration, vfance, or intereft: therefore the 
in Fzod.22.25 Lord forbideth as well Tarbithas Nefbeh , whereby he 
Levit.25-36+ condemmeth generally Quamlibet fortis acceffionenm({ayth 
Calvin) any addition or increafe aboue the principal]. And 
lesl soreita “EO? Exekiel chap.18. he fayth the Prophet condemnech 
vinng visry 90t onely NV efveh which fignifieth biting butalfo Taréith, 
and incyeafe, Which he tranflateth énerementum,increafe: hoc eft (fayth 
. he) quicquid lucri fibi avari homines conciliant ex mutuo 3 
that is, whatfoeuer gaine couetous men doe get to them- 
felues by loane- 


efituall Wfury is deferibed by Dis FEN TON, to be: 
. patium ex mutuo lacrunt, 
Luere for. loane-vpen couenant ; or: 
The conenant Of luere for lending: or: 


Ty. Fenton Lending vpon eouenant. for lucre. 
or. £ 


Treatife of » 


89, DelSe _ SO that thefe three words, mntz#27,pactusm lucrum, doe ° 
define and circum{cribe the entire nature of that Vfury . 
whereof the maine queftion is made,whether itbe lawfull .. 


or not. 


And to thefe defcriptions of Viury agree tho of our 


moftreuerend, and iudicious Dinines: vides Dr. Piller ’ 


wpon £ xodHs, p.5e9. Dt S. mith inWillet vpon Leniticus, 


p-625. Perkins ,Comst.8. Mr-Smith,18+ Sermon ypon Viit- - 


rys Dt. Pie ,Vfuries Spright coniured,p.4, Powels pofitions 
of Vifury,p.4-Bb.Jewel,vpon 1 Thef. p: 113, —dmefius de 


confcientia, b.5.cap.44.D:. Wilfon, Dilcourle vpon Viury, _ 
p-85. Mr. Afoffe, Arraignement and conniction of Viury, . 


pit 
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altsettioatitcetionts:atsctitonsesats 
‘ GHA Pe Ze “ 
The diftinttion of fury. 


fury is eyther Inward. and Adentall, or- Outward und 
Aftuall, — * vs wr 


uenant,thatis, whenthe creditor onely inten- Bb.Downare 
deth and looketh for gaine by lending and for- inpf.x5. 
bearing his money, but doth notindent or co- P- 168: 
wenant with the berrower for gaine. And this may be 
called ,the Vfury of the heart: forthe law of Ged being Ret.7. 340 
fpirituall, doth not onely reftraine the hands, and out- 
ward man; but alfo the intent and purpofe of the heart : 
infomuch,that morall ations though in fhew good,are to 
beiudged euill , if they proceed from anillintent , and 
tend to an illend: for hethat intendeth euill, hath the 
like eui!] will with him that worketh enill: and he which - 


Me V fury is a lending-for gaine without co- yyentall viurye 


_ by lending onely intendeth his owne gaine, he lendeth 


pofing of Viury, Exod. 22.25 .-Thox fhalt not impofeV fury 


for gaine, and therefore, ifaGuall Vfury be euill: then'the : 


“ Intent and purpofe thereof isalfoeuili. _ 


Ontward and a@uall Vifury is, when thecreditour doth 
not onely intend certaine gaine by lending, but alfoco- 
uenanteth for. a certaine fmme to be allowed him at a 
certaine time,or timesel his in the Scriptures.is called im- 
upon him : Wherefore in a@tuall Vfury , a conenant is (CO Ps 179-7 
made for certainegaine,. and in-that conenant the very 
‘orme of adtuall Vfury confifteth: for which caufe 

i Le fome- 
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Roe 


fome doecall fuch a contract , formall Vfary. And this 
couenant vfeth tobe confirmed by obligation, eyther ver- 
ball,as bilsand bonds, orreall, as pawnes, or mortgage ; 
or perfonall, as furetifhip ; whereby the creditor is fecu- 
red forthe receit, and the debtor bound for the pay- 
ment, both of the principall and alfo of the Viury. . 


Let us now fee how by this definition Vfury is distinguifhed 
from other contratts , aud alfo other things which may 
feeme to haue fome affinity therewith: for of ~~ 
the rest it ss needleffe to fpeake, , 


Vfury diftine It 1s therefore diftingnifhed 1. Fromall liberal! con- 
guithed.  tra@s, asthat of donation or free gift, of mutuation, or 
we, hg free lending to {pend, of commodation, or free lending to 
rraQs, vie, becaufe they be free and liberall,but V fury isilliberall 

Idem p.157. and-for gaine. ‘ oh ie ie = 


2-From all law. 2, From all lawful buying: becaufein buying there isa 


Aull buying “perpettiall alienation of money, in Viury buc fora 
"ame. © a hy. _ i a 
pA >) C = jae 
3 ror letting to 3. FromJawfull Location or letting to hire: which is the 
hire. rather to be obferued, becaufe fome imagine , that 
‘Idem p.158. money and other things which are lent vpon Vfury, 


may as well be let as otherthings. But there is a great 
difference betwixt Vfury,and the lawfull contract of 
Location or Jetting. And firft they differ in the fub- 


iects. 

Vfury isin thofe things) — Location, 1s of fuch 
which are {pent inthe vie,? \things as are not fpentin 
and confift in quantity ,> <the vfe, neyther ftand in 
ftanding in number,weight\ number, weight and meay 


4 


and meafure. ' Cfure. 
The 
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\ . The fubie& of Viurysated Fes os 5 ores 
fuch things-@s “haue. né | bor . sie 2 /-sidul » 
_ fruitfulbviein themielues} ; | ody: : aa 

buc, the gaine which isto , The fubiect. of Location 


be railed. by imployment haue-a fruicfull vfe in 


of them, isto be imputed | | themfelues. natusally.. 
to the induftry and -skill | | od co ; - 
of theimployer, o Ge , ; 


» *) ; 
rape | s ( ‘ weet . 
t 
4 ‘ 
Ms 


The vie of things lent vpon) ace Ug ithaMs We vo£ 
Viury caer be ma | things lent, may be fene- 
um reCsOnes Apabe oO Deira ahd recnoned Apart, 


the propetty and dominie | sird'is valuable’ by ic felfe, 


on, becaufe they are nc ok efLands'Goods, Hon- 
ee : ‘ 3 2 
things as are {pent in the! ives Ywhich temnainein: 
vie, and therefore if you | | cheat onfip@nee B20 sul 
vie them, youfpend them-J Se ee Sey 

Hl a § - é } ‘ ‘ : 


St eee 1 2k - C a 
In thecontrast of loane, | 
whether !free or vpon V- | 
fury,the lender granteth to | 
the borrower, not: onely- 
Be capi sor | | to him that taketh to hire 
ae | | the vie onely of the things 
which the vfe of that,which | “sags atthe 
we lend to befpent inthe: 


| ‘retaining ‘the’ property £0 *: 
yfe cannot be feuered : | 


| 
| himfelfen 
hence itis called mutuum, | ; 


Inthe contrac of Loca- 
at , the letter granceth 


O Stel ve 
becaule by lending it is‘ 
made ex meo trem. 


6 
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Becaufe that whieh is). ( Becaufe,that which is the 
the fubiect of loane, and | | fubie& of commodity and 
Vfury,is fpent in the vfe, | | Location, is lent, and let, 
and is lént to be fpent;| | notto be fpent,but onely 
therefore the borrower-is | } to be vied: therefore he 
bound to reftere, net: the 7S that taketh-the fame to 
Same particular which he | | vfe,is bound to reftore the 
- borrowed, buc fo much in} | {elfefame particular,which 
quantity or full valew in| | forthe moft partis impay- 
the fame kind without any * | red and madéworfe in the 
impairing, or diminution. J Uwe. st 

_As in mutuation, and} 
Véury,the property istran- | f : 
flated tothe borrower, {0 {° poe 
with the.property alfo the byo) 

’ hazzard wholy-appertay-| f° 2. | 
|}. Asin Location the vie 
1S communicated to the 


meth tothe borrower: for 
the very contra& of mutu- 
ation includeth in it an ore the Letter retai- 
obligation , binding the | { neththe.property: fo the | 
borrower, that heagie| with if ic fhall mifcarry : 


becommeth of this particu | | without the defauls of the 

lar which he borroweth, d Hirer : belongeth to the 

he fhall reftore the full va- ° Letter, and not to the Hi- 
rer, becaufe it came for his 
hire,Exvod:22.14, And itis 
arulein law,to whom the 
hazzard. appertaineth , to 
him the fruit and prefit 


lew thereofiatthe day ap- 
poynted, inthe fame kind. 
And to this purpofe the 
borrower maketh promife, 
either by word or writing , | 
entreth into bonds, and } } belongeth. 
ftatutes, laying his goods | 

to pawne, orhislands to | 4; 
mortgage, gineth fureties, 

to affure ‘and fecure the | 
creditor for the principal. J ( 


Where 


ee 
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“Where there is a Couenant to beare part ef the 4 From the 
loffe , aswellas to reape part of the gaine and this con- aed 
tract , 1s neyther viury 5 nor loanc = butalawfull con TIN: P 
tract. 


Which in Latineiscalled Manticum , or ALaritizsns ¢ rom aducns 
Ferns and isa gaine or allowance made for monye Which turers vfury. 
is tranfported beyond the Seas , at the perill and hazard 
ofthe Creditor. Thisis not vnlawfull , prouided, al- \demp. 164. 
wayes, that there bean aduenture or hazard in truth,and 145: 
mot in pretence onely ;-and alfo- that the gaine be pro= 
portionable to the hazard. 

Which isa gratuitie or free gift, when the borrower 6 From libe: 
finding himfelfe much benefited by the lenders curtefie, rall viury 
doth of his owne accord inteftimony of his thankefni- 
neffe, freely giue to the lender , whoneyther in tended 
when he lent, nor expected whiles he forbore, any gaine; 
and much lefle couenanted foric.  - i 


From that which is called Vfura compens fatoria re« 7*°C7 Vk 
compencing vfury, which wecallintreft : whichisno- Jp cee ae 
thing elfe but a-iuft recompence which the Debter, ha- pfis p.166. 
uing through his default beene the effectuall ‘caufe of Dr. Smith im 
the Creditours hinderance , doth owe vnto himbythe “He vpen | 
Law of nature , and that hinderance may be two fold, tee 
Damnun emergens , lofle arifing , or Lucrum cellars y ocyfury p.ras 
paine ceafing : but this ceafing gaine which muft come Bb. /ewel. 
into eftimation, muftnot be. vneertaineand doubrfull, 1 Theilp.i2¢- 
buteertaine : or at leaft very probable. 


flere are certainecautions tobe remembreds 


Firlt, thatintreft bee efteemed not zecording tothe 
gaine or benefit which the bozrower hath had by the im- 
ploymentofthemoney , but according tothe hinderance 
CG ‘CF 


Io 


tA 
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or lofle which the.creditour fuftained throngh the bor- 
rowers default. 

Secondly , that Intereftis not to be required 1¢/ post 
smoram, but onely after delay and default committed by 
the borrower. 

Thirdly , thatnot alwayes after delay it is to berequi- 
red, but onely then, when the creditour hath indeed 
fuftained loffe or hindrance by the borrowers delay. 

Fourthly, that he doe not voluntarily incurreany lofic, 
meaning to lay the burthen thereof onthe borrower,but 


doe his true endeaucur to-anoydit, eytherin whole or 


in part. 
Fiftly, that when-he fufpecteth loffe or hinderance 
by the debtors delay , he-defcend not into extremities 
with thofe who haue broken day,not through negligence 
or vnfaythfulneffe, but through want and neceffity, which 
they did not forefee: and let him remember,that where is 
no fault, there ought to beno punifhmen’s , 
Sixtly,that the eftimation of theintereft be not referred 
tothecreditors owne arbitrament, but committed tothe 
iudgement of {ome other honeft and difcreet men : which 
conditions being obferued , itis lawfull for the creditour 
torequire an ouverplus befides his principal! : which ouer- 
plus notwithftanding is not viury. 


How. vfury difcovers it felfe in felling,in buying,in let~ 
ting, in partnerfhip and exchange,vnder pretence of the ade 
venturers viury, vnderthe colour cf recompencing viurys. 
videBb,Downansvponthe 15 Plalme,p-173,175,182,183, 
188,191. Dr. Fentons Treatife of viury, p. 21 ,23,23 ,24,25¢ 
Powels pofitions of vfury, in his Epiftle Dedicatory. Mre - 
aie the Arraignement and Conniction of vfury,p-53e - 
Eo Bie 


| Chap. 
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CHAP. 36 


The Teftimony of fixe learned Bithops of the 
Church of Engiand concerning vfury. 


The Teftimony of Bifhop Sands. 


wolfe hath confumed many, many it hath pulled ee aca 
vpon their knees,and brought to beggery ? many Viiny abitine 
fuch as might haue lived in great wealth, and ho- worme,a can. : 
“nour notafew. This cankerhath corrupted all England: ker. 
we fhall deeGod and our country true feruice ,by taking 
away thisenill ; repreffe ic by Law, elfe the heavy hand 
-of God hangeth ouer vs,and will ftrike ys. . 


"| 7 His biting Worme of Vifury , thac denowring Sermon vpox , 


God fayth, Lend freely, and looke forno gaine : but igen sermos 
will the Viurer, whefe moneyis his god, remit his Inte- ypon Luke 3, 
reftbecanfe of this ; becaufe the Lord hath fo charged 74.75. 
him? No, he willnot let goe his ten or twenty, ‘or thir- 
ty,inthe hundred. To him the glory of God , yeaand Note. 
his owne fouleis vile , nothing is precious but onely his Nothirg pre. . 
money. What.the Prophet {peaketh of putting forth Von 
money to vfury, he full little regardeth, but feedeth ftill aan 
vponhis maft , and bleffeth.himfelfe when he waxeth % 
fat, not perceiuing that God hathalready plagued him 
with aplague ofall plagues, the obduration of his heart. 

And although that God hath ginen him ouer intoa dull 

and fenceletie minde, his eares being fo damned vpthat jie hae 

nothing can haue enterance to mou, or touch his hard BT abhoin 

heart,yet he ftill bleffethhiméelfe, and his aceurfed foule, 

Thou Vfurer, thou idolater, that doft glory inthy fhame, 
C2 in 
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‘She weskh in thy euill gotten gold: doftthounet know, that thy - 
proipers Note Wealth fhall melt like fnow before the Sunne? Thinkett 
thou ftillto hold it ? O foole, this night fhall they take 
away thy foute, perhaps this inftant, and then whofe is all 
this ? After that Zacheus fell to the fernice of Chrift, and 
that Chrift entred into his houte,he prefently forfooke the 
fernice of Mammon,made a large reftitution of that which 
he had gained by {uch vnlawfull meanes, and then began - 
to be liberall: and not onely to lend freely, but to give 
for nothing. He gane theene halfe of all his goods tothe © 
poore. If God would at this day worke thus inthe heart 
of one Zacheus,a rich Vfurer,how many poore: might bé » 
relienéd by furch a reftitution ? He might maintayne. 
many a needy man, and faue his owne foule. Well, 
this one thing we know, the word that proceedeth 
out of Gods mouth againftvfury , fhall not returne ‘in 
vaine,if it cannot worke reformation,it will worke contus 
fone. 


Tf, <9. ¥i0 


Euery manisto hisneyghboura debtor, notonely of 
Idem Scrmen shar which himfelfe borroweth,, but of whatfoener 
aon his neyghbour needeth : a debtor, not onely to pay 
a that he oweth , but alfoto lend that he hath and 
may conueniently {pare ; to lend I fay according . 

zo the rule of Chrift, Luke, 6..Lend looking for xo- 
thing thereby. So.that thefe: oner-payments , the 
Viury thecan- Viney which hath fpoyled andeatenvp many , the cans 
pul he ker ofthe Commonwealth, is vtterly both forbidden to ’ 
weshtu man, and abhorred of God. To bargaine:for Lead, 
Salt Graine , or Leafes, with fuch as haue néyther — 
Lead , Graine, nor Leafes to- pay, neyther any fuch 
matter meant, but: onely vnlawfull gaine of money, 
the party to forfett his obligation, becaufe he ney-~ 
ther can, nor meaneth fuch payment; and the lender 
not content to receive leffe aduantage then thirty at 
ths hundred , this is but patched cloake tocouer ee 

vi 
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vild finne withall. Whatfoener thou receineft vpoh Note, 
condition 5 or by wiat meanes foerer thon receineft 

more then was lent , thowart’an vfurer toward thy bros 

ther, and God, will be a reuenger aeainft thee. He 

whom thou fhouldf obey if thou wilt be OL a 
doth in exprefle words command thee, not to Tend revitzs 27. . 
thy money for viury- This Word of God, mancan= Deut23.19, 
not difpence withall, and it thall ner returne in vaine ; 

if ic cannot beaconuerting commandement; it fhall be 

a confounding indgement. Thereafons of men for vfury 

smuft giue place to the precepts of God againftite What thercatonsef 
man art thou that wilt be wifer chen thy Maker ? Math men for viny, » 
God condemned itjand dareft thou defend it? isit in his mut gine 
indgement iniurious,and doth thy indgement thinke it e- Place © oe 
«qual! ? Hath he feenereafon to prohibit it , and doft thou oe rs “ty 
fee reafon why thou mayft vie it? fuch reafons-with the 7" 
makers and.viers. of them,’ the ‘Lords iuftice ‘fhall des 
ftroy- And yet in truth all Nations, at alltimes have 
condemned it, as the very bane:and peftilence of a 
Gommenwealth : whereof the old: Romane both Hi- 
ftory and practife is an often witnefle. Thefe fecret 
fhifts are feene of God, and abhorred, and will be re- 
uienged : well mayft thon efcape the hands of man by 
‘thy coloured delufions, yet canft thon not efcape the 
fharpe and fwift indgement of Ged: who accordingly " . 
as-hee hath threatned, will exclude thee out ef his Oe? 
Kingdome, interdiét thee his Tabernacle, and hurle thee 

“into Hell: Where thy euilf gotten rnoney can neyther 
“redeeme nor helpe thee; a iit reward: for thy vninft 

vfury. Our Apoftle requireth that we pay voto enery 

man the thing that we owe,and weare.as much debt’ 

tors tolend freely, as‘others faythfvllyto pay the hing | 

which was lente. 1, 


The old Ros - 
mans Condentg " 
ned y.ury 


; : ) . btes ; ». Idem Sermon * 
The bowels of compaffion are’ in fome men DE yon Iieshh, 


ualoufly dryed and cloted vp that they ture away: oe $B p.t00. « 
ad oe € ae dees- * 
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faces from all men, that defire any thing at their hands, 
Véurers worfe though they aske it not of gift, but of loane,vnleffe they 
then Lewes, aske to buy the loane with Vfury- The Ieweseuen tiJl 
this day will not lend vpon vfury among themfelues, but 
lend freely to their brethren and without gaine. Judas 
‘ bimfelfe that fold his Mafterformoney, was not more: 
cruell hearted ¥ fappofe tien thefe men are, who for, 
' money deuoure their brethren: their hearts are iron hearts, 
they haueno fparke of pity or compaffion left in them, let 
ee.)  themnot thinke but that ene d “y their gaine {hall be their 
“Mote: exceeding loffe-If Chryfoftome thought that one euill got- 
ten groat, layd vp among(ta cheft full of money, would 
be a canker to fret out and eate vp thereft, what fhall 
become then of f mueh gotten by fo vnmercifull and yn- 
godly meanes ? Whereis loue, where.is mercy, when 
‘Tending of money is become merchandize? Enough hath 
beenefayd in this place of this matter, which if it be not 
amended, be ye affured that the Lard Ged in his iuft 
wrath will plague you both im your felues,and in your poy 
Rterity for it. | le 


2 Teftimony Bb. Tewell. - 


x 


E ! Any live in vfury, a moft filthytrade, a trade 
Sermon vpon M which God detefteth, a trade whichis the very 
Rom,13.12- overthrow of all Chriftian lone: But their gaine 

fall be to their loffe, and their money te their de- 
Struttion.He that giueth his mowy upon vfury foal nat dwell 
inthe Tabernacle of the Lerduor ref vpen his holy Moun~ 
taine. 

Treatife vpon Deceiue no man by wrongfull dealing,increafe not thy 
theSacta — so@ds by extortion nor by viury. He that ginerb his money 
ments, 0 ufury, foall not enter into the Tabernacle of the Lord. 
He that taketh ufary of bis neyghbeur, killeth bims withore, 

a fword, the Lord will anenge it. Hewillnot blefle 31) | 
= | Ot» 
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gotten coodes, they cannot profper : they will nenercon . 
tinue, nor remaine vnto the third heire. : 

Vfury isa kind of lending of money ,or corne, or oyle, vpon : Theff 
or wine,or ofany other thing, wherein,vpon couenant and », 13, 
bargaine, we recciuc againe the whole principall which vimy defined, 
we deliueredjand fomewhat more, forthe vfe and occu- 
pying ofthefame: asif lend 100 pound, and for it co~ 
jaenant to receiule 105 ponnd, or any other fumme, greater 
then was the fumme which I did lend : this is that which ). . 

’ ° . J ane. o g00 man 

we call vfury : {uch a kind of barganing as no good man, an Viurere 
or godly man ever’ vfed. Such a kind of 'barganing asell 
gnen that euer feared'Gods indgements haue alwaies ab- 
horred and condemned. Ivis filthy gaines,and 2. workeof Note: 
darkeneffe, itis a monfter in nature : the ouerthrow of Viurers 
mighty kingdomes, the deftruction of flourifhing States, fay,tord 
the decay of wealthy Cities,the plagues of che world,and aie he 
the mifery Of the people: it 1s cheft,it is the murthering of ae hei 
our brethren itsthe eurfe of God,and thecarfe of the peoe confeffion of 
ple. This is Viury- By thefe fignes and tokens you -may it as Bb. Ieweil 
know it : For wherefoeuer it raigneth all thofe mifchiefes 40th inthis, 
li | . places 

Whenee {pringeth Vfury ?Soone fhewed. Euenthence !4°™ P+! 153 
whenee theft, murder, adultery, the plagues, and de- me oe 
firu ion of the people doe fpring. All thefe are the workes ‘. 
of the dinell,and ‘the workes of the flefh, Chriitrelleth popn 9 re 
the-Pharifees, Tow are of yexr father the dinell,and the lafts Vinrers of 
of your father you will doe. Even fo may it truely be fayd theiy father 
rothe Viurer , Thon artof thy fatherthe diuell , and the the duel. 
dufts of thy father chow wilt doe , and therefore thou haft 
pleafure in his workes. The dinell entered into the heart 
of Judas,and putin himthis greedineffe, and couetout- 

neffe.of gaine,for which he.was content to fell his mafter. “a 

Indas heatt was the fhop, the dinell was the foreman to 
worke in it- They that will be rich, fall into tentation and 


inares,and.into many fooljth andneyfeme Infis, which 1 Tim é9 10. 
clrowne - 
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_.drowne menin perdition and deftrufion. For the defire 
, of money,is the roote.ofall euill. And S, Johx faith, who 
foener committcth fiane vs of the dinell.t [oh.3.8. Thus we 
fee that the diuell is the planter,and the fatherofvfury, 
aula - What-ate the fruits of vfury ? 4. 1. Te diffolueth the 
wiry. knot-and fellowfhip of mankind. 2. It hardneth mans 
heart. 3-It maketh.men vnnaturall, and bereaueth them 
-of charity;.and loue to their deare? friends. 4.It bree- 
deth mifery.and prouoketh the wrath of God fromhea- 
vers | S.1t confumeth rich-men, it eateth yp the pooteyit 
maketh bankrupts, and vndoeth many honfeholders,é 
-The poore eccupiers are driuen to flee , there wines are 
left alone, their children are hopeleffe, and driuen to bee 
their bread, through the ynmercifull dealing of the cone: 
tous, viurere = or. wis we 2 


Ydem p. yoo,» Pee that is an Viurer,wifheth that alf others may lacke 
Otic forefae aid cometo him and borrow of him: that all others may 
shers abhorred Jofe, fo that he may haue-gaine. ' Therefore or old fere-' 
. Viury. fathers fo mucly abhorred this trade, that they thought‘aa 
Vinrer vnworthy to hue in the company of Chriftian men 
They Suffered not an Vfurer to bea witneffein matters of 
Law: They fufer himnot tomakea Tettament’, ard to 
eftow his goods by Will. Whenan Vinrer dyed/ they 
would not fuffer himto be buried in places appointed for 
the buriall of Chriftians.So highly didthey miflike this yn- 
mercifull fpoyling and deceiuing out brethren. 
a -  ‘Putwhat fpeake Lof the ancient Fathers of che Church? 
Chit Pe rir, " “ o 8 t 
All profeffions there was neuer. any Religion nor Seét,nor State, nor Des 
of mei con gree,nor Profeffion of men,but they kaue difliked it-Philo- 
demne Vfury- fophers Greekes,Latins, Lawyers,Diuines,Catholikes,He- 
reticks; all Tongues, and Nations, haue ever thoughr an 
, Viurer as dangerousas a theefee The very enfe of nature 
_proues it to be fo-If the Rones could ipeake,they — 
' ay 
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_fay asmuch. But fome will fay,all kindes of vfury are ino !dem p.r24. 
forbidden, there may be cafes where vfury may ftand with The Vierere 
reafon and equity, andherein they fay fo much as by wit °°" 
may be deuifed, to paintouta foule and vgly idoll, afid 

to fhadow themfelues in manifett and open wickedneffe. 

Whatfoeuer God fayth, yet this or this kind of vfury, fay 

they which is done in this or this (crt,1s not forbidden-Ic 

profiteth the Commonwealth; it relieueth great numbers, 
the poore fhould otherwifeperifh;none would lend them. 

By like good reafon; there are fome that defend theft 

and murder,they fay, there may be fome cafe, where it is 

lawfullto kill or to fteale: for God willed the Hebrewsto 
rob the A:gyptians,and Abraham to kill bis owne fonne /- 
faac-Inthefe cafes the robbery and the killing of hisfonne 
were lawfull. So fay they. Euen {o by the like reafon doe Some pleade 
fome of our countreymen:maintayne concubines ,- curti. = ap ie 

zans, and brothel-honfes, and ftand in defence of open i 
ftewes.They are({fay they) for the benefit of the Country, 
they keepe men from more dangerous inconueniences take 
them away, it will be worfe. Although God fay,’ There 
fhall be no whore of the daughters of /f/rae/,neither hall 
there be a whore-keeper of the fonnes of //rael. Yet thefe 
men fay.all manner of whoredome isnot forbidden. In 
thefe and thefe cafesit isnot amiffe to alow it. 

As Samuelfayd to Saxt, fo may we fay to the Vinret£ Idem p 126. 
thou haft deuifed cafes and coloursto hide thy fhame,but God cares not | 
whatzegard hath God to thy cafes ?. What -careth he: for f° Vfurers 
thy reafons ¢. the Lord would' haue more’ pleafure, if" 
when thou heareft his voyce thou wouldeft obey him. 

For what is thy deuice againft the counfell;and ordinance 
ofGod? Whatbold prefumptionis it fora mortall man 
to controule the Commandements of immortal God ? 
And.to weigh his heauenly wifedome inthe ballance 

-of humane foolifhneffe ? When God fayth , thou’ a 

- fhalt not take vfury, wheat creature of GOD art , 

thon which canft:take vfury.? When God maketh 
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They are of a it vnlawfull, what art thou, oh man, that fayft, itis law- 


defpera’e 
‘mind, , 


Tem p. 144. 


Notes 


Idem p. 145 


V fury a cruell 
and deteftable 


fyrane, 


full? This is atoken of a defperate mind. It is found 
true inthee, that Paw fayd, theloue of money is the 
roote ofallill. Thou art fo given ouer vate the wic- 
ked Mammon, that thou careft not to doe the will of: 


God. : 


Thus much.I chought expedient to {peake of the 
loathfome and foule Trade of vfury, I know not whaz 
fruit will grow thereby, and what it will worke in your — 
hearts. Ifit pleafe God, itmay doe that good that ix 
wifh. I haue done my duety, Icall God fora record 
vito my foule, I hanenot deceined you. I haue fpoken 
vito you the cruth. If F-be deceiued inthis matter ,~OQ ~ 
God thou haft deceiued me; Thou fayft, Thon (halt take 
no vfury. Thou faylt, Hethat taketh increafe,fhall not lines 
Whataml,-thati fhould hide the words of my God, 
or keepethem backe from the hearing of his people?The 
Learned old Fathers have taught vs, it-is no'more law- 
fall co take vfury of our brother,then it is to kill our bro=- 
ther. They that be of God,heare this,and confider it , 
and haue a care that they difpleafe him not. But the ~ 
wicked that areno-whitmoued, and: care not what 
God fayth , but cafthis Word behind them: whichhaue 


- eyesand feenot, and eares: yet hearenot: -becaufe they - 


are filthy they fhall be filthy ftillstheir greedy defire thal! 
increafe-to their confufion,and'as their money encreafeth, 
-{o fhall they encreafe the heapes of theirfinnes. Patdon’ 
me if I haue beene long or vebmeent,: of hole that ‘are_ 
Vfurers Laske no pardon. een 


Iheare that there are certaine in this City which wallow - 
wretched ly in this filchineffe, without repentance, I gine 
them warning inthe hearing of you all,and in the prefence 
of God, that they forfake this crnell and deteftable fin. If 
otherwife,they continue therein, J will open their fhame, 


‘ and 
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a_i Ra 
and denounce Excommunication againft them , and Bb. Jewel 
publifh there names in this place , before you all. threatnech 
That you may know.them , and abhorre them, as pe: 
the plaguesand monfters of the world : that ifthey be Vanes” 
paftall feare of God, they may yet repent and amend for 

worldly fhame. . 


Tell me thou wretched wight of che World, thou f 
-ynkind creatare which art paft all fenfe and feeling of Vrets im 
- God , which knoweth the will of God , and doftthe P Recuic hey’ 
.eontrary °® How dareft thou comeinto ‘the Church? come to ' 
It is the Church of that G OD, which hath Church 
fayd, thou fhale take no. vfury , and thon knoweft 2 Becaulethey 
he hath fo fayd. How dareft thou read or heareche Word Fie om 
of God? It is the Word of that God, which condem- 3 Becauferhey 
neth vfury ; and thou knoweft he doth condemine it. come into the 
‘How dareft thou come into the company of thy brethren? company of 
-vfury is the plagne and deftruction and vndoing of Se a 
thy brethren, And this thou knoweft. How dareft Goo, wrath 
thou looke vponthy Children ? Thou makeit the wrath ¢o fall vpon- 
of GOD fall downe from Heaven vpon them, Thy their childrems 
-iniquity fhall bee punithed in them.to the third and ; 
forth Generation. J his thou knoweft- How dareftthou 
-looke vp into Heauen ? Thon hatt no dwelling there: 
thou. fhalt have no place in the Tabernacle of the 
highef?t. This thou knoweft. Becaufe thou robbett che © 
poore , deceinelt the fimple , .and eateft . vp.the 
“Widowes Honfes : therefore, fhall thy Children bee 
naked , and begge their bread : therefore fhale thou: 
and thy riches. pertfh together. : 


The third Teftimonie , Bifbop King. | 


He long will the Vinrer and oppreffor of others Vpon Toiasp 
Awhofe Lawes areas knives, and whofe teeth be of 7” 
-iton, fleepe inhis bed of mifchiefe,as the Pfalmiftcalleth 

D2 it, j 
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it, and in the contemplation and folace of his ill gotter; 
~ goods ? ane . 

Reemey. agar) LOW long haue we cried again{t ppreffions , ‘and 
refute gic fmitten the oppreffonrs with the rod of Gods vengeance, 
as, WMofes {mote the Recke ? And: yet what one drop 

of remorfe haue we ever wrung from their ftony hearts? 

How long haue we clapt our hands at the fhameleffe 

Aap comet vfury of this place ¢ If viury bee too ftiffe to bee . 
eo moued , yet we mult free our foules , and if it were 
‘ils Gs pofible, we would alfo free them thatare wrapt in their 
{nares. If they little efteeme the warning of the fif- 
reenth Pfalme , that gine their money vpon‘viury , let 

themat leaft take heede that receine it. Let them not 

trie to beare an Oxe vpon their fhoulders ; whem they 

are vnable to -beare a Goate. That 7s, if pouerty be 

burthen enough vnto them, Jet’ them not adde the © 

burthen of viury-; They aske what they fhall doe ? 

Doft thonaske ? Saith Plararke. Thou hafta tongue, 

begge. Thou haft hands, workee Thou haftfeete, walke, 

perenreers Thou haft an heart,thinke. » ; 


He, Naniga , renaniga, fale forward and backeward, 
Nihil tam take any paynes , rather: then to fall into the mercy 
moleftum of an Viurer-There is nothing fo bitter as to reftore. - 
quam red=~- ' 


Namd, meos wickednefle of their hands’, .which is not leaft in-bi- 
nec ~agnos “NE the pocre, is remembred and reported in fpe-- 
Sedeilecwa. See wordes- Spake.I of Vfurers ? There are none : 
puere invens neyther is there a Sunne:in the Skie, For mine owne 
«a i ther Horfe nor Bullocke of mee. But for my bre- 
ere alieno. wens fake bothin the City and Country, .I with chat 
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their billes and bonds were all. heaped together in the 
Market place; and fet on fire, as‘they were fomeumes 
at <drhens , that wee might all ioy and fay , as . 
Alcibiades then did} we never faw aclearer fire. + But Nunquam 
becaufe ‘we ‘cannot’ eafe our hearts fo" fedne of them, |, 7. Saved 
nor by fuch meanes I will tell them for their owne com- 
fort what they fhall truft-to amongft ‘other things ° 
that although they labour ‘in ‘the fire to- get riches , 
-yet the time fhall come , when there fhall nothing’ re- 
maine vnto them but this,that-they fhall beablé to know 
and recount with themfelues,how many debters they haue 
quite vndone: As for their treafires of iniquity, let chem. 
plainely vnderftand thattHey put them into’a bottom = ~- 
leffe bag which could hold nothing. Ill gotten goods*ne pn, 34,7> 
wer defcend to the third heire; pertiaps,not to the fecond, 
nor firft,norto benefit himfelfe,who thinketh he hath’ moft 
handfatt.She gathered it of the bire‘of an‘hartorand it hal ricah x, 
veturneto the wages of an harlot They gathered their wealth Vfurers goods 
by vfury,and vfury or fomewhatelfe thal! confume it.Gni thal, not prof: 
phothe Viurer.a§ Lacian reporteth, lieth in hell,bemoanng P°™ 
his hard eftate, that Redocares an inceftuous ipend thrift 
fhould waftehis goods: fo maythefe, but “I leave their 
iudgement to God ,to whomit belongeth.For vengeance’ ' 
ishis,and he willrepay it. Yet dare ¥ gine fentence againtt 
it, asfaras the ancient Romanes lawes did : wherein be- 
caufea — was apie agpre reftitution of double, 
the Vfurer of foure fold. Their meaning is plaine enough, ble 
thar they efteemed vfury a double chet. aa that at the oe si 
leaftis my indgement-And therefore as Alexander Sener us 
made an A&,that none fhould{alute theEmperour, who Note» 
knew himfelfeto be a thiefe,fo let our V furers,take them- 
felues wained,and difcharged (fo long as their hearts accufe Vfurers not to 
them of their double and treble theft) ftom faluting Chri- flute Chrifi- 
fians; and much more from eating, drinking, converfing, *"* 


soft of all from praying, fafting, communicating with - 
Chriftians:- : 


pirionc%s.s 


gue lites Ores 
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The 4. Teflimony, Bifbop Lakes. 


In his workes™ ie isno {mall difference betweene God and the di- 
Volep.3.430 ell, The diuell in fhew,biddeth vs, loue our felues, 
wim dl doeall for our felues, and we are fo fimple as-to beleeue 
siH 0 e Vin him,and thinke that we doe fo; whereas the event proues 
res, =~ ~—Sséthat we doe all for him,and to our owne ruine: for he is 
‘ the plaine image of Viurers, who hue by the fweat of o- 
- ther mens browes, and cunningly grow rich by. vadoing 
oshers with a feeming reliefe. PS 


a oP God himelfe fayth it in the clof of this Pfalme, Heare 
God will ree *his all pe that forger God-lewes,Gentiles whatfoeuer you 
proue Vfurers, bes if you be adulterers, drunkards,V.furers,bla{phemers, 
- - any way wicked liuers, Confider this (faith God) Vets 
— fuddenty sake you away and there be none to belpe you.Forif 
_ we be guilty, of fuch finnes, and encourage our {elues in 
* them by bafe conceits of God,God will not faile to re- 
proue vs,and marfhall fuch wickednefflebetore vs,to con- 

uict vs thereof, and to confound vs therewith: 


Tdem Sermon. - While the Gentleman depopulates'the Countrey, and 
~ fohn 2. the Vfurerand Victuler are become the.chiefe Tradefmen 
Viurcrs fll the Of Incorporations,what wonder if contrary to Gods Law, 
land with | andcheKings, the whole Land be filled: with miferable 
poore, poore.-~— pet at? 4itoeeey 

| ‘i: 0. The fife TeftimonyBifbop Downams. 


Tate molt entice) and learned Bijhop prones ufury tose 
--\ unlawfull by diners arguments. 


=a 1. Argument, 
Propofttions 


ypon Die Whatfoeuer peruerteth and ouerturneth an act of ver- 
D,25Ce Be tue, efpecially fuch a neceffary a&t to humane focieties, 


that is to fay, free lending: it is not onely a vice, but a de- 
teftable vice- . @bie 


v4 
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But vfury perverteth and depraneth this neceflary at of Affummprs 
liberality and ctiarity,( free lending: turning it into anact 
of felfe lone,conetoufnefle and crueltye _* 
Therefore vfury is not’ onely a vice, but a deteftable Cenrl. 
VICE. 

The propofition is proued ,becaufe nothing is oppofite | 
to vertue but vice. Asfor free lending, it is a commendable 
adtof liberality, and a neceffary duty of charity. 

The affumptioniscleareand maniteft. For whereas by 
the ordinance of God,and by the Law of nature,lending | 
is free and charitable,intending the good of the borrower,. 
and not of the lender ; vfury hath made it illiberall and wn. 
charicable,intending the lenders profit chiefly,ifnot ofe- 
ly,and feeking, yea couerianting for the lenders gaine as 
well out of the loffe of the borrower as out of his gaines 
The property of charity is not to feeke her owne, butthe © 
good of others;, and whereas:other vertues ferue for’ 
the good of the fubiect wherein theyare, the a&tsof . 
charity and liberality are referred to the good of 1: .. 
others : lending therefore being .an act of Jiberali- Not J 
ty and charity ought to relpe& the good of the borrower, 
ifnotonely, yet chiefly; but lending by vfury ismade ar 
act-of felfeloue; whereinthe good of the borrower is 
fonght either not at all,or but in a fecondary refpect, as it Vfurers’ cone 
ferueth to further the lenders gaine. For indeed the len- nant abfolute: 
der by vfury couenanteth abfolutely for gaine,which hap- 4 for gainc> 
neth fometimes out.ofthe borrowers lofie,and fometimes. 
alfo.out of his gaine, which the Viurer will’ pretend: to 

decke and refpect but the truth is,he will neuer looke after 


hisneighbours profit, vnleffethereinhe may be’ fare to 
find his owne gaine. i ae 


4 


The:vivrers lending therefore is an'a&t ef felfeloué, and Lending pro<” 
it is alfoan at of couetoufheffe:For whereas lending pro. ©c¢4th fom 
ceedeth from one of thefe 3 fountaines,either from Chri- 3 UE 
ftiancharity, or fromciuill loueand humanity , or from 
conetonineife : he is faydito lend in Chriftian charity,who 

lene 


t 


ch 
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. tetideth for the Lords fake to his needy neighbour;lookine 


for nothing againe: in ciwill charity or curtefie, who len- 
deth to pleafure his.friend,looking for his owne againe: in 
couetou{neffe who lookes for more then his owne, For 


‘indeed what is eaonzia , that is couetoufnefle, but an yn- 


_ Idem p.310, 


Roni.14.23+ 


Phil. 4e 8, 
Romer2.17. 
x Thef 5,22: 


Smspra ban- 


lawfull defire of hauing more. _ 
. 2 Argument, 

_V fury cannot be pra@tited with a good coatcience, be- 
caufe it cannet be dee in fayth, thacis to fay,ina found 
perfwafion out of the Word of God,thatitis lawfull: and 
whatfoeuer is not of fayth is finne. 

. | 3 Argument. 

That whichis not honeft and of goad report, isnot to 
be practifed. For the Scripture teacheth vs,that we fhould 
doe fuch things as are honelt, and of good report, proui- 
ding for hone(t, things,not onely before God, but alfo be- 


_ fore men,abftaintng from all fhewes of euill. 


- Butyfury is a very odionsthing,and of ill report: the 


rary que(tue very heathen by the light of nature detelted it. Til faith, 
uiiaodia {uchthingsareto be mifliked which.are odious,as namely 
hvlon ine that of Viurers. Columella {ayth,that. vfury is odious euen , 


currint vt 


to thofe:whom it feemeth to helpe. Aristotle fayth it is. 


feneratoram hated moft worthily, &c. As for Chriftians, viiry in anci-- 
De Off -sb.1. ent time was fo odious among them,that ifany were buc 


vid,Cent,12, | 


CAPs 40 

The yfurers 
houfe called 
the houfe of . 
the diuell, 


fufpected to be an Vfurer, his houfe was counted the 
houfe of the diuell, no neighbour would fetch fire at his 
houfe, or haueany thing to.doe with him, children would 
poyntat him inthe ftreets ; yea, by the lawes of Chrifti- 
ftians they are diffamed perfons. The Scriptures cenfure 
vfury as an abomination;that is,as a finne tobe abhorred. 
and Pf. 109.11. ctheholy Ghoft vieth this interpretation 
againft thewicked’ -Lettheexactour (meaning thereby 
the viurer,as all Tranflations,almoft, befides fome Englith 
-doe read) enfnare all that he hath. Wherebyit may be ga- 
-thered, both that.to bean Vfurer is an odious thing, and 


_ Uhatitisa curfe to fallinto.his fnaree  -. 
; Seing 
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-Seing therefore vfury 1sand alwayes hath ‘beene a The Vfurer 
thing fo odious and of fo bad-report , no Chriftian.can ne Bg 
: pragtife it with a good contcience, nae 

-The Vfuter finnes againft God, his neighbour,and 
himfelfe. 

Firft againft God by impiety and vngodlineffe-For the Leuicss.-36. 
Vfurer wants the feare of God. Neh 5.9. 

2 He difobeyeth the Commandements of GOD, 
ftraightly commanding free loane, and fharpely forbid. 
ding viury , and eontemneth the threatnings of God 
denounced againft the fame. 

3 He finnes by infidelity, in not beleewing the gra- Vfurers in- 
cious promiles of God made to thofe who lend freely + fidels, 
foras Chryfost hath well faid wer emssias curve, viury is the 
efspring of infidelity. 

4 by difidence, ending commonly in prophanefle. 

For the Lord would haue our faith concerning eral Page 27ts 
bleffings in heauenly things , to be excercifed and con: > 
firmed by ourafhiance repofed in his goodneffe for tem- 
porall bleffingsin earthly things, asmaybegathered by 
the order of the fourth and fifthpetitions of the Lords * 
Prayer. Ihuethe Viurers whoie endenour is to fertle g.. an a 
himfelfe and his eftate as it wereout of the eunfhot Of ¢o Gods pros 
Godsipronidence : he will not dealeby husbandry,or uidence. 
trafique becaufe of the hazards whereunto eyther of 
_ both is fubiest + thatisto fay , becaufe ofhisdiffidence 
in God,to whole pronidence he dare not truft his goods: 
and therefore he will make fure worke for himéelte, that 
he fhall not neede to ftand to Gods courtefie. The 
practice of vfury fhall bee as a Tower of Babe/ vnto Note. 
him, that whether GO D do blefle the traffique - 
of men,, or not, or whether it goe well or ill 
with Husbandrie , hee will. bee {ure both of his 
Principall and of his gaine. All is one to him, 
whether the Marchants gaine or loofe , finke or 
fwime , whether there bee Fammime or plenty faire- 

E weather 
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Tuch.22. 22: 


Vftrers ide]a- 
cérs, 


“™t > 

Idem ps 232+ 
The Viurer is 
Doth wuiutt & 
yacharitabie, 


Note. 


weather-or fou'e , hee feareth no flouds Ina word. 
hischiefe endenouris, that in refpeét of worldly things 
hee may hane nothing to doe. with God ; and fo at 
length of a faithleffe man hee becommeth alfo ‘pro- 
phaine, hauing forgotten God , as for this finnethe 
Lord chargeth /ernfalem, neyther is God, I meane the 
uve God inall his thoughts ; forhis god AZzmmox doth 
wholy pofleffe hisheart. ba “ad 

The Vfurer finneth by Idolatrie: Fer feemg the reote 
of vfury is couetoufnelle ( which is the roote of all 
euill ) it cannot bee denied ; but thateuery Vifureris 
couetous ; and euerycouctous manis an idolater Epé. 
5.5. Anda Seruant of 4fammon, Mar. 6».24..And there- 
foreno true Seruant of the Lord, now you mult remem- 
ber, that forcouetous perfons and idolaters, thereisno 
inheritance in Heauen. 


+ Secondly , the Vfurer finneth againft his neighbour 
for whereas there aretwo duties e{pecially to be pra@ifed 
towards our neighbour, that is to fay, Inuttice and Charity: 
Iuftice , to gine enery man his owne,and Charity,notto 
feeke our owne but other mens profitIuftice: to do no 
wrong, Charity, to do good to all ; vfury offendeth 
againit both , as being both vniuft and vncharitable. 
Which copulation is duely to be marked. For whereas 
fomealledge, that vfury isnot againtt Charity,when ney- 
ther the lender nor borrower is hurt thereby , it fhall 
hereby appeare , that ifat any time it may feeme not to be 
oppofed to Charity as an hurtfull thing, yet it is alwayes 
oppofed as an vniutt and ynequall thing. For firft, the 


- generail Law both of Iuitice and Charity is this, ds 


Secth2aniwer 
to ebjedt, 2, 


you would that men fhould do to you , fo do 
you to them, likewifé. But when you haue neede 
to borrow , you would that Men “fhould Iend 
you freely , and not impofe Vfury vpon you: there- 
fore in like cafe , when others would Aiea ofyou in 

their 


their neceffity, you ought to lend chem freely,and not im- 
pofe vfury vpon thems ' 


Ws uh ie Seely ji 
JBhicdlysthe-V fuser finneth again(t himfelfe by defperate 
folly.For as;euery, notorious Malefagtor may truly be faid 5 eke 
to caftaway himielfe,andis guilty of felfe-murder, asit noch again 
isfaid of Korzh and his complices, V1.1 6.38. fo the Vfu- himéclic, 
rer likewife pulleth vpon him(elfe the fearefull iudgements 
ofGod,and is guilty of his owne onerthrow.For the Lord 
hath threatned not onely the tranflation of their goods 
‘from them inthis world, Pro,28.8. butal{>,as touching the 
world to come , that they fhafl not dwell! in the Moun- 
caine of Gous holineffe(as may be gathered out of the r5 
Pfalme)buc that they fhall die.the death;meaning therby ~ 
the death ofthe foule..) and that you may knowto whom Ezch 18.1. 
the caufe of the Viurers damnation is to be imputed, it is - 
added, and hisblood hall be vponhim. And that is ic 


svhich,Lco, faith; Panzs pecenie, funus eff anime, the gaine 


y dont 


-ofviury isthegrauc of the foule. 


The 6 - Teflimony,B ifbop Bab ington. 
Selita tee 3] teins he cies 
mpaere great flyes, and thofe be greatmen,that ty= Vpon Esc). 
| rannoully rule, not fhearing But fhaning to the yery Ch.8.p.203. 
skin, if they take not skin and all.And there be leffer flies, 
and thofe be Vfures,and other biting binders, who with 
their Newerint vniver/ymake an vnlueriall ruine of many 
a manseltate, andido€ fetch him in ftill with The candit- 
uion-of ths ,ebligation,thar in rhe end his condition is wo- 
full,andhis,hesm breaketh with the bitter eriefe of Be it 
knowneto.all men, Surely thefe are curfed flies indeed the 
fuckersof onr fap,the bibbers of our blood, the pinchers Vers becur- 
“of our-hearts; ;andithe ftingers.and wringers of our very sail 
foules The gyptian flies was nothing like vato them,but 
yet you fee wasa great plague of God, fent to puinifh the 
finnes of men» But let them rememberthat thefe flies of 
ibay 92 E32 Avgypt 


- 


* Commandc- 
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seo 


Heynt had buta time, God fentthem ‘in wrath, and? 
tooke them away in mercy , vpon intreatic.. Some: 
Afefes or other fhall {tand vp’, and the Lord thall fend a- 
rong Weft wind to take thefe canker wormes awayyand 
caft them into thered’Sea, that-in-otr coat they may: 
terment no longer. mez. . ie 
Wdemvpenthe *- “Tt aman ( faith the Law) borrow any thing of his: 
neighbour, and‘itbe hurrorelfe die, the owner of ic © 
not being by, he hall furely make it good. If it be aw 
hired thing he fhall not make it good , for it*came’ for 
his hires In which Law , if we well weigheit we may: 
firt fee, that if we haue that thing which onr-neighbour 
would borrow, and we be able, without our hart; 
wellto {pare it him, we are bound to doit, 6relfe we 
finne againft this Law of GOD; and we-enen fteala 
from ourbrother, that which in right is his. “For God ' 
‘would ‘not ener hane made a-Law: for recompence of 
It is a-necef= the lender, if his thinglent receitc-‘any larme, vnleffe 
fay duty of ig had beene a neceffary duty‘of lane tolénd whien we - 
taue to end pay : thereforeshis marrowneffe of heart , and ynkind » 
when we may, y. 4 A ~¥r : 
difpofition , to grudge vnto any that good which by 
lending wee can pothbly do him ,. it is hatefull in the - 
eyes of God, and’a plaine breach of this Commande: 
mer ee aa ee i enone § 


meres p.69, 
7% 


‘ Secondly ., in this Law, (as one hath very- well 
noted , ) wee.may fee a great light ginen to'that hard | 
contronerfie concerning viury-of money. For marke 1 
pray you, how he faithin plainetermes, thatifthething » 
were hired; and thongh it perifhed inthe-vie , --yet 
Should itnotbe made good by him whiclrhired-it , for 
it came fot his hires The money which Viurers: giue 
out,is hired‘as you know. Thereforeifit werea thing - 
that might be hised, you fee the fentence of God though | 
it_pgrifheds : aon 


Secondly, 


‘ } 
eh 
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Secondly, marke againe how the Lord fayth, though a 
manlend of meere loue freely without any hire, yet fhall- 
his recompence be nothing more,then good will againe, . 
yniefic it die, orbehurt which he lendeth. Now money 
neyther dyeth,neyther conimonly is-any whit hurt,but ree 
rurneth euery way as good as it came. 

Thirdly, confider how the Law will haue an apparent 
hurt of the thing tent, or elfe.it allowethno recompence, Vfurers have? 
but Vitirers wit haueconfideration forlikely loffe: for,fay magne 14 ) 
they, If Vhadhad my money); pofibly'I could haue-gai- i. 2 we 
ned thus ‘much withit : yetare theynot furethey could» —~ 
hane doneit, for God could haue croffed their expectatiz 
on} and being not fure that they could’hane gained , ivis: 
notapparent that they hauebeene:hindred:: ‘but this Law: 
of Gad “prouideth inequity onely- for apparent harme,- 
and therefore nothing for thems» -) 
~ Fourthly’, theequity:of this Law is onely this, that’ 
good will beno'lofer’, : and therefore prouifion‘is made ‘They will haue 
for recompenee, ifthe thing lent receiued*hurt. But Viu-<ertaine gaine. - 
rerswill hane their good will,as they call it, certaineand- 
an exceffive gainer. : | 4 

Fiftly,in this law of God; the borrower is refpesed, 

- that: he‘fhould haue helpe’of his neyghbour , and not'viury regar-- 
pay for it, vnleffe he hurt the thing which he borrowed; 'deth wholy -, 
but vfury regardéth wholythe lender. Wherefore it feee the lender, © 
meth thatif-this.Law ot God had euerany equity, this V@"Y Plane 
V fury of money had euer plaineiniury,and that this kind jones ll 

Ser ee = ee Latics 2. ;  loue? 
of lending is voydof loue, and therefore apparantly-a 
_ Sreach of this Commandement- mt t 


ae ae Chap;’- . 


e 
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The judgement of out mot Learned and Orthédox. 
. ! Pee ie EE OE a iid! Sheps 
al Diuines concerning ylury.. oe 

_ The firft Teftimony, Doktor willer. 

YO Oe. CR S0 oleae cies dae 
bb Exodus, B Efore the feuerall:poynts: belonging to: this queftion 
uty defined, 2 can be difeufled,firtt we mutt fee whatvfary:is x, Plus, 
ex mutuo velle, quam mutuatum fit iniquum est, to. defire 
more by lending ,then was lent is wicked .Casetan. 2.1’ fura 
efilucrum quod accipitur, folins mut wationss catfa., V fury AS, 
againe, which is taken onelyfor lending: P7/ws. Qujen 
guidlyucri prater fortemdabatur , what gainefoeuer_was 
giuen befide the principall: whereuponit.is called in the 
Hebrew Tarbith that isencreafe of the multiplying. Ca/- 

1, seis 3 After the fame manner was vfury.defined in. former 
- stimes ; as Carthag, 3.0016. Nullas clericorum amplius.acci. 
piat,quam cuiquam accomodavit, thatnone of thecleargy 

fhould receive more then he hath lent. dugastine thus de- 
{cibeth an viurer, Ss plus quan: dedijli, expettas, accipere. fe- 
» seerator.es if thou looke to receiue more,chen thou -hafigi- 
uen,thou art an Vidurere}:): os tp ores ne . 2d ” 
That this kind of vfury is vtterly vnlawfull,and. not to 
be practifed among Chriftians,it fhall appeare by theferea- 

fonss ...: : sido be! “ys 


- ~ 


wineries. A Firft, che Hebrews wete forbidden to, take any-viury at | 
nea. allof their brethren; of the Gentiles they, might: but now 
vnlawiull to dir#ta eff maceries, the wall of partition is taken away, 
the Lews. there is neither Jew nor Gentile, but all are one in Chrift. 


Calsin. 
Of it felfe Secondly,V (ura ex fao genere nocina ef?,Viury even of it 
hurefull. =e fe is hurtfull,becaute it is called Nefbeh, biting ,Catetan. 


And the law of nature teacheth: that we fhould not doe 
that to another, which we would not haue offered to our 
felues- - ™ '  -Third- 
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Thirdly , vftry was detefable among the Heathen, Peteftabfe a- 
much more odious ought it to be among Chriftians : 9°68 the Hea 
as-Cate-being asked*what it was to play the Vfnrer, ~~ 


ene etne 


punifh 2 theete but intwo fold, an Viurer in foure fold: 


Caluine. Amy 
a 


Fourthly, vfury is againft che firft inftitution ef money, aa gee 
Pecuniainnentaecst ic. Money was inuented,and found pa 
out, that thereby things neceffary for the maintenance : 
of this like might bee prouided : but now it is per- 
fierted and abuled to couetouineffe,that money may en- 
creafemoney. 


Fifthly , the Scripture abfolntely condemneth vfury Viury again 
Pf. 15. 5. Exeh3t8. 17, And Chryfoftome fayth, Vfera-Scripuse. 
vins fuper omnes wercatores maledittus , the Viurer is = 
securfed beyond all Merchants and trading men. And Hom 33-10P- 
hee further vfeth this comparifon , like as when one” 
fifteth Wheate or any other graine ina fiewe , all the yas ae 
graine by little and little flippeth thorow , and f0, cured. 
Solun Sterews remanet in cribro , onely the foile and 
durt remaineth in the fieue: fo of allthe fubftance and An‘cxeellenc ' 
ill gotten goods-of Viurers , Nihil remanet prarer pec compatifon- 
catume nothing remaineth befide finne, &c. : 

If it be Obie&ed , chat God permitted the He- .OdieZ. 
-brewes to take vfury of the Gentiles, therefore it was 
not fimply vnlawfull :to this ic may bee Anfwered , e4n/w> - 
that-they were thofe feuen Nations ofthe Cazaanites, 
of whom they might take yfury , which Nations they 
were commanded to deftroy : and fo by this meanes 
they might weaken their eftate, and empouerifh 
them ‘ whereupon Abrofe inferreth, 4b hoc vfsram 
exige , quem nom fit crimen occideres Exaét yfury of 


him, " 
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him, whom it.is noc valawfull to kill. 


QbieGion, But Driller hath certaine confiderations, which make 
Pe §tr,tt2. - thereceiuing of fome gaine by the loaneof money, not. 

-valawiull. , we 
Anfwer, Obferue his confiderations dilligently, and.thou wife 


viterly diflikethy vfurious practules. 
Firlt, if thou lend thy money vpon vfury,thou mut ‘not | 
be fuch a one as maketh it thy.trade to line by letting of 
-moneye 
Secondly thou muft not lend money vpon viury ta thofe : 
of the poorer fort: for to fuch it is fimply forbidden to lend. 
vpon viury,Exod.22,25,and-that which he allowes,is pro- 
perly no viury (ashe fayth:) but.rather a gratuity,that he 
which hath gained by anothers money, fhould, to fhew 
his thankefull mind, make him, which was the occafion 
_thereofja reafonable partaker of his gaine,Gratitude aximé 
lege naturali mandatur: this graucude and thankfulneffe 
of mind is commanded euen by the Jaw of nature. 
Thirdly ,the intereft which thon receiueft mult be mo-. 
derate not exceffiue. 
.Fourthly,this confideration which thou receineft for the 
loane of money ,muft not be ex patio,it muft not be agreed 
vpon by any certaine compact or couenant: as the words 
here are, lotefimun, non imponetes ei; you shall not impof & 
or lay vpon him vfury. It isnot lawfull to covenant with 
a man certainely.to pay fo much;he may loofe by viing the, 
money,he may bein hazzard alfo of the principall;for the 
mugen lender thentoreceiue a certaine gaine,where the borrows 
to thee ya cris a certaine lofer were not inft.Such indifferency mutt 
mo be vied, 2s that the borrower be.contented, as to be made, 
; pertaker of the gaine,thatcommeth by his money, {o alfo. 
proportionably to beare part.of the lolfe. 
The fecond Teftimony, Dr, Smith. 
In Willer Te the full definition of viury: Quando dliquis ae- 


cedis ulus vei gratia interpofit a pattione; Whenas any 
— shing 


Notes . 


yvpon Levir, . 
RB 625, 
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things commeth for the vfe of money aboue the principall, viury defiacd, 
by way of contract, or compact: for fo it is faydin the 

law /o tefimun, non impones, Thou fhalt not. put vponhim 

viury. d 

That opinion which condemneth all vfury, is greun- viiny condeme 
ded yponeuident teltimonies of Scripture, P/'15.5. Pra. ned, 

28.8. Exek.18.13.17- & 22.12. and thefe places haue 1 By Sctiptures 
fomewhat in them more generall, then to be reftrained 

to the poore: .as thatin Ezek, 22.12 In thee haue they 

taken giftsto fhed blood , inthee hauethey taken viu- 

ry and encreafe, and thou haft greedily gained of thy 

neighbour by extortion: thefe kinds of oppreffion may 

be committed as well againft the rich as poore, though 
more.againft thefe then the other, ) 


The fecond Argument againft vfury,ts'from the decrees, ll Sal 
of counfels, and teftimony of Fathers, which generally 
forbid all viury. vide locem, ; -~ 

Itis anfwered to thefe,and the like teftimonies,that the Obiet. 
Fathers fpeake againft cruell and vneon{cionable yiury: Idem p, 627. 
Qua omnibus feculis plus fatss obtinuit, which preuailed 
too much incuery age. 

But furely they condemne all vfary whatfoeuer: as e4s/iv. 
Anguftine fayth, Sé plus quam dedisti expettas accipere fa in 7£36.60n.3, 
nerator es: if thou ex{pect to receiue more then thou ga- 
ueft,thou art an vfurer. And Bernard {ayth, guid eft ufim 
ya? venenum patrimony: quid eft vfura legalis? latro pre- 
dicens quia intendit , what is viury ? the poyfon of ones 

trimony: whatis legall yfury ? a thiefe forefhewing 
what he intendeth; inter precept. familiar. 


' The third generall Argument again{t vfuryis, ftom 3 Arga. 
naturall reafon: as 4ristot/e thus reafoneth againit 
it. 
Firft,from the vnprofitableneffe of it: forhethat ig rich somte'us ore. 
in money,may oftentimes want neceffary food. piece eiay = 
F 
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en Secondly, from the infiniteneffe of the defire of money: 
* all men that are defirous of money,doe encreaf it infinite 
ly, whereas euery laudable act, hatha certaine and deter- 
minate end. A a 
Thirdly, they peruert the end for the which money was 
appoynted ,which was for commutation,and to bea meane 

to theend: butthey make money it felfe the-end. 
Fourthly, the manner of the gaine fheweth it to bee 
ynnaturall: for it isaccording to nature to reape profic 
from the fruits of the earth,or from Cattell:but itis again - 
nature toreape gaine from men, from one another: and 
whenas money begetteth money; whereof viury hath the 
name w-, of begetting- j 


Obieit ~ To thefe reafons fome anfwer,That although money be — 
"barren ofit felfe, yet by money one may purchafe grounds 
Anfy which will bring him fruic: Buc {till the argument is good 
_”  fororiginally this encreafe commeth out of money by 


mans induftry:and fo by twothings not apt to bring fruit, 
gaine is.had : bymen,and money: and befides thisanfwer 
ternes not, but onely for profitable vfury: but where one 
taketh vp money to fupply his want; and neceffity, there 
arifeth no fuch fruit. 


The third Teftinsony, Dei williams. 


a Aran you may perceive and vnderftand , how odious 
and how deteftable this biting theft is, I befeech you 

toconfider. Firft,how vniuft he 1s,efpecially in thefe two 
V{urers vniuft things: 1 In felling that which he oweth ynto the poore, 
againft alllaws for the law of nature tels thee, that he which hath, fhould 
‘TOF nature: lend and helpe him which hath not , as we feethe floud, 
finding the emptineffe of a poole, will not paffe vatill it 

2O£ Molen filsit;the Lawof ’4ofes bids the fame thing ; and the 
Luke 635+ Jaw of grace confirmes it, faying, Doe goodaud lend ho- 
3: OF BAEC. pene for nothing againe:and yet the conetous man fels that 
which Ged commands him to giue: and he lets that for 

vie 


Church.p.438- 
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vfe which the Lerd inioyneth him to Jend for loue. 

2 In eating that which he nenerlaboured for; forthe Gea. 3. r9. 
Lord fayd , Jarhe fweat of thy face thow fhale eae thy i! 
Bread : but the Vfurer eateth the labour of other men, Th<¥ eter ca 

: . ceth what bec 
and for the vie of his money he vfeth to get vineyards jouer lgsoa-. 
which hee planted not, Houfes that hee bnilded not, ed for. 
and many other thingsthat heneuer laboured for. 

Secondly , how cruell he is ; becaufe he eateth and pee is meg 
drinketh that with ioy and laughter,which the poore man ctuell. 
hath gotten with griefe and teares, 

Thirdly , how for his theft hee tran{cends all other 3 Hee isthe 
kind of Theeues whatfoeuer : foras there isnota more wort of all 
effectuall plague to hurt amanthen a familiar enemy : Thecuss. 
fo the Vfurers, being domefticall foes , they doe im- 
pouerith and difinherit more men thenany other Theeues 
can doe; becanfe other Theeues fteale fecretly and inthe 
night trme , but the Vfurers fo!low their trade manifeft- 
ly , thoughcunningly , day and night : and therefore, 
when the Romanes enioyned other Theenes to make 
double reftitution for their theft , they compelled the 
Vfurersto reftore fourefold for their tran(greftion. 

Fourthly , how fearefnll is the punifhment of fuch oe 
theft ; becaufe, as they haue fpoiled others , fo they ee 
fhall be fpoyled themfelues ; and their {poyle will bee cers. 
the greater : becaule that as the Dog, f{natching the 
Bread out ofthe Childrens hands, {matcheth the hand 1! sis worl 
withall ; fo Viurers , feeking the wealthofthe poore, 14 
are thereby become the vtter ruinne of the poore, and at els 
therefore their wealth (hall be foone taken from them. 

2 As they haue punifhed the poore on Earth more then 2 In Hejl. 
many others, fo their punifhmentin Hell (hall be gieateér 
then moft finners, 

And inthis there infernall punifhment, it is obferned Howthe vv 
that the vfurers and their children thal! perpetually curfe t's and their 
each other,the father faying,curfed art thou, O fonne,be- “Mire 42° 


y re : . curfe one ano- 
canfe that for thy fake I am tormented inthis flame; for I ther everla. 
F 2 


” bee flun.Jy in hell. 


ee necro nsnonarnmeremrenenmennarsare rhea 


es | 
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became an vfurer, left I fhould leaue thee a begver; ¥ 
gathered wealth, that thou fhouldeftnot be poore, and I 
was contented .r6 be poore in grace, that thou mighteft be 
zich in goods; and therefore Tam now poore in all things, 
butinterments. And the fonne,onthe other fide, faying 
vnto, his father,nay,rather curfed artthou; O father, Oxia 
xi 6 male congregaffes mibi diuitias, non male congregatas 
coxferuafiem ; becaufe thou gathereft thy wealth with 
iniquity, and lefteft them ynto me with a -curfe, which 
hath confumed them and deftroyed my foule: 
That Seraphicall DoStor Axstoninus, Arch-bifhop of 
Florence after he had heard the confeffion ofa wretched 
The forme of Viurer, gauehim no ether abfolution than, De#zs mifere= 
an abfolution atur tui, fs viele, et condonet tibe peccata tua , quod 
which Antonic yoy credo: et perducat te in Vitam wternam , quod eft 
fee *" smpoffibile: God be mercifull vnto thee, if he pleafe, 
pas and forgiue thee thy finnes, which 1 doe not ‘beleeue, 
and bringthee to eternall/life, whichis vnpoffible: that 
is, Retus fic Stantibus , if God doth not wonderful- 
ly worke a ftrange conuerfion in his heart , andthe Lord 
himfelfe threatneth , that he which robbeth or giveth 
to viury, and receineth the increafe into his bagsshe {hall 
dye the death,and his blood fhall be ypon him. 


The fourth Teftimony, Dr. Sutton, 


Hereis no finne, be # neuer fo prodigious and foule 

but his mafter hath fome plea for it, and fome reafoa 
= a peo to vphold it. Some haue Scripture, as couetoufneffe hath 
Re rae 1 Tim. 5.8, Viury hath, Deut.23 +206 Vuto a Stranger 
p. 4764; a lend thy money vpow ufury , though wot.to thy 
brother. : 

Many perfwade''themfelues that they haue lawfull 
callings whenthey haue none; fuchas live by viury, 
carding, dieing, playing, thefehaue neyther che Author, 
God,nor the end, the common good. . 

No 


Ledtures ypen 
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a 
No calling is lawfall , when the action pleafeth not Idem p. 477 

God , as 1Cor.10, 336 By this Thope fome will learne yao haue 

atlaft to giue ouer their calling, whereby they bring not 45 Jawfull cal- 

honour, but difhonour vnto God : thofe that live vp- ling. 

on viury, by dicing-Houfes , by penning and aéting of 

Playes , let them all remember this , mine heart trem- 

bles to thinke , whatcalling thefemenhanue, my Soule 

wonders how they glorifie God in them, I maruell how 

thefe make fer a publicke good : How God is honoured, a 

kingdome bettered, the common good promoted by them 


2 
know not; I beleeue nots 


Thefifth Teflimony M*. wilkinfen. 


Li: thofe who plead this caufe confider, that God Debtbookeps 
difpencech with no vfury , when Nefbeh the bitting: $i") ou 
and Tarbith , which they call the toothleffe vfury are -— i 
bothcondemned. £xek,18,8.13. That the lender, for Vfurers donot 
eight or fine in the hundred , deales not as he would be as they would 
dealt withall, for he himfelfe would neyther gine eight, be dog vate. 
nor fiue , nortwo, if hee could borrow freely ; and the 
rule of loveis, todoeto all menas we would they fhould 
do te vs, Aat.7.12 Let them confider how viury is 4 
cried downe, among other oppreffions Veh.5.& Pf-t5.5. 
How it 1s condemned by the Councell of Nice in Clergy 
men,as a matter of filthy Inere,( if filthy Iucrein Minifters, 
then no righteous dealing in others- ) how it hath beene |, bite 
the vtter ruine of many thoufands in our Nation showin |..2 rics eee 
the Church of Romeat this day ) , all Vfurers are excom= fands, | 
municated monthly ;how no man of note inall antiquity 
Jewes and Manichees excepted none 1 fay of honefty'and ° 
learning , for fifteene*hundred yeeres after Ghrift hath Nohoneft leat. 
euer vndertaken the defence thereof : wherefore as pea 
oajh fometimes fayd to the men of Hophra , when seme 
they ftood for Baal again{t Gideon, Will-you contend for dredyceres af- 
Baal ? let him plead his owne caule :{e fay Ito the patrons ter Chrift, 

ra 
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of vfury ; will you contend for Mammon? let him plead 
his owne caufe. 


The fixt Teftimony, Alc. Smsith. ~ 


‘1 / Suryis vnlawfull, fer : 

Viury is a. Firft, It is againft the law of charity becanfe cha- 
gaintt charity. rity, biddeth vsto giue euery man his owne, andto re- 
Serinon viusy. quire no more then our owne : but vfury requiretlt more 
then her owne,and giuesnot to other their ownes Charity 
reloyceth to communieate her goods to other, and vfury: 
reioyceth to gather other mens goods to her felfe. 


Again the Secondly,it is againit the iaw of nations, for enery nati- 
daw of nations. on hath fome lawa gaint viury, and fome reftraint againgt 
viurers. 


“segs the —_—Thirdly,it is againftthe law of nature,that is the natu- 
wr eres val compaffion which fhouid be among men: the rich 
and of God. fhonid diftribute and doe good. 
.Fourthly,it 1s againft the Law of God. Exod.a2.Lex. 
Gaine makes 25.36. Deut. 22.19. 
viuty Jawtull. ~~ Some thinke that vfury is lawful, becanf itis gainefull 
Note. asSax/thoughtthat the idoiaters beaftsfhould not be 
= killed, becaufe they were fat: But as he was commanded 
to kill the fat beafts,as wellas the leane, {owe are com- 
manded to kill fat fins, as wellas leane fans : gainefull fins 
as well as prodigall finnes. i 


Caneatfor che The 7.Teflimony, 1 CW heatly. 


COUetOUse V Sury is anotorious iniuftice : when aman makes a 
lee * gaine oflending,and binds the party borrowing,withe 
ae ea out confideration of his gaines or loffes,to repay the prin- 
3 forts of bor. pall with aduantage.For whereas there be three forts of 
rowers, men that vie to borrow,either poore men, whom neceffity 

drives to it, or yathrifts, whom predigality drives to it; 
or fufficient men,that hope to make a commodity of it; it 
is apparent by the confeflion enen of thofe that would 


feemeto fay fomewhat.for thisviury, (as if it were we a 
needy 
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finne fimply thatit is wicked to lend on Vie tothe poore 
needy borrower, for God hath flately commanded to 
lend ynto him freely. And for the ynthrift it is alfo certaine” 
thathe fhould not be lent toatall ; for that is to feede vats oni 
a ae . - 6 ° pane 
his iffue with ill humors, and to put a Sword into hisimot by yn- 
hand wherewith to deftroy himfelfe : and thus the Vfu- thrifts, 
rers moft accuftomed and createft gainesare cut of. Now 
for thethird kind of men, ot themto exact gaine ynconditi- 
onally,not refpecting theirloofing or getting,1s altogether 
againit the Law of Charity,and equity both for the light of 
naturewill not fuffer any to deny this principle of Equity, 
that he which will haue part in wealth,muft alfo haue part 
in woes ; and he that will diuide the fweet, muftalfo - 
diuide the fower : he that will take of che good fuccefle, 
muft alfo take of the bad. And the ight of Religion 
will not fufter him that hath any of it, to deny this prin- 
ciple of Charity ; that Chriftians muft ferue one ano- 
ther in loue,and not themfelues alone in felfe-loue : both 
which principles are directly contrary tothe very trade The Viurer- 
of the Vfurer ; for he makes fure for himfelfe to haue ferucs bim- 
a part onely and infalliably inthe profit, and therefore cept 
ferues himfelfe alone , and not alfo his brother : and for bolita - 
this caufe the Viurer is fet among thofe that cannot 
come to dwell in the Mountaine of God : which hee 
_fhould not be, werehe not vniuft. So then the Vfnrer, 
whether he do it plainely, or ynderhand , as men have a 
thoufand policies to couer their finne in this refpe& , 
mutt vndergoe the imputation of living by wrong and 
iniurie. 


The eight Teftimony Ads, Dod. 


Vfury , which is of eunill report, and hurtfull effec a Me 
among{tmen, andis forbidden of God in the Law and The caufes of 
Prophets, It is euident in Lewit. 25. 35.36. That ; Wane of 
the feare of God, and'a louing and: merciful! regard of Gods feare. 
: our 


[Vv the fame colourable theft is that common finne of 


~ 


neater 

2 Loue to our Our brothers life, be the preferuatiues to keepe men fem 
brechreg, this Vfury : therefore the practi hereof doth grow 
from the want of the feare of God, and ofcompaffion 

to our poorebrother. Adde hereunto , thar vfury isnot 

a calling appointed of God , but a humane invention, 

ii ioc deuifed by worldly men to gaine filthy lucre to them- 
ealliig appoin. felnes, whereby they liue of the fweat ofother mens brows . 


tgdof God. and doe many times adde affiictionto the afli&ed , and 


build vp them(elues in the rnines of their poore neygh- 
bours, whom they ought freely to fupport. . 


The ninth Teflimony, 44, Bolton, 


Vt of the widenes of theconfciences of wicked men, 
proceed much mincing and excufing, many interpre- 


‘Difcourfe of tations, fauourable conttructions and difinGions of finne, 


atue happines. Ag for example,that viury is of two forts, biting and tooth- 


Mt Mises con. t¢fle when all kind of viury is peftilent, and moit certain- 


demned. . Jy damnedinthebookeof God. ' 
Minifters may cell che mercileffe vfiirer that he is infa- 

Vfury condem- moufly guilty ‘ef that finne,of which a conuerted lew, an 

ned bythe ~ honeft Heathen,a tolerable Turke,would be athamed and 


eft Diunes. semorfefull: Rtigmatized by ioynt-confent of charitable 


Guthiagttes hearts,and ftrongeft current of beft Diuinity,with a brand 


of extraordinary hatefulneffe, hard-heartedneffe and cru- 
= rf a fretting elty; which at this day doth fhrewdly fhake the ftrong fi- 


- “BNKers news Of this great Kingdome, like a fretting canker , with 


a plaufible inuifibleconfumption , doth daily wafte the 

Notes tates, fucke the blood, and eate the lines of many poore 
. diftreffed ones in this Land ; fils townes and Cities with 
vnprofitable perfons, and the country with miferies and 
-inhumanities. Nay, and let earnall reafon, couetous hu-. 

mours, fupercilious,obftinateimperioufneffe fret,and con- 
tradi<t,rage, and reclaimeas long as they will; to fet afide 
proaceation of Gods plagues, and confideration of piety ; 

-euen ia the fenfe of nature, and morall confeience,iteafts 

an 
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an‘afpertion of inexpiable {hame and dijhonour vpon viurets be 
the ancient glory of this incomparable City. Itis very a and 
ftrange that fuch rauenous Harpies and viurious Val. “Urs 
tures, (for fo cuien Paganifme ttiled them by the light 

of reafon, ) fhouid audacioufly.routt efpectailyon high, 

in the Eag‘es neft,this Imperial] groue and Seat of Ma- 

lefty. . 


4 


The tenth Teftimony, 4, Adams. 


He Vfurer is'a prinate theefe like /adas, and for the Adams workes 
a bag like J#das., which he fleales trom Chritt like Pef5- 
Judas , or rather-from Chriftians , that have more need, ae 
and therefore worfe then /vdasa This is a manmade out 
of waxe: His Pater softer is a pawne: his Creed, is the 

_condition of this obligation: his Religion is all religati- 

on: a binding of others to himfelfe ; of -himielfe to the 

Deuill, ~ infinite colourds , mitigations,- euafi- Note. 
ons, diftintions are invented, to countenance on’earth; 
heanen-exploded vfury:*\God {hall then: fruftrate all, 

when he powers-hisavrath on thenaked .confcience. God 

fayth, Thou fhalt sct'take ufury. Goe now ttndy pain- 

tings , excules apolegies. ,»difpure. the-matter with God * 

hell fire thall decidethe queftions “sts 3 ic. ren e) - 

If Vfurers will not reftere bythemfelues , they fhall jgem p, 120. 
“by their pofterity. For as Pliny writes of the Wolfe, viurers thall 
that itebrings forthyblnd: Whelpes:: {0 the vfurerlight- reflore by _ 
ly: begets’blind children ,’ that dannot'feeto. keepe:whiar tht poitcrity 
their -fathers. lefe..But whem the: father is’ gone to! héll 
for gathering ,.the fonne often followes for’ fcattering, 

But God is 1nft. A good man leaueth his inheritance to 
hischildrens children: and the wealth of the finner is laid 

vp forthe iufte 

> Anvfurer is knowne by his very lookesoften, ‘by his tdem p. 4542 
“fpeeches commonly, by las actions euershéhath aieane Fhe vinrer 
cheeke , a meager body, asifhewerefed atthe Diuels aoe by his 
yur G a 
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allowance : his.eyes are almoft funketo the backfide of 


' hisheadiwith admiration of money. His earesare fetto 


. Note: 


tell theclocke; his: whole carcaffe a meere Anatomy.Some 
V turers have fatter careaffes;and can find in their hearts 
to lard their flefh: but a common meagerneffe is vpon all 
their confciences. Furnt pecunia ,funus anime. 

Nature hath fet a pitch or terme inall inferiour things, 
when they fhall ceafetoincreafe. Old Cattell breed no 
longer: doted trees deny fruit ; .the tired earth becomes 
barren ; onely the Viurers money, the longer it breeds the 
luftier ; =e a hundred pounds pnt out twenty yeares ” 
fince,is a grandmother of two or three hundred children; 


| “pretty firiplings, able to beget their motheragaine in a - 


tpon Com. 8, 
vilty defined, 


flhiort time; - 2 vhoge 2p SPIO yor 


- Ach mean to heaner bis hands for bleffing reares 
Oxely the Viurer needs not fay his prayers. 


Blow the Winde:Enft or Weft, plenty or dearsh, -- m2 
Sickneffeorhealth, fit onthe faceiof Earth, 0) . 
He cares not: Time wall bring bis:money it’s. as 

Each day augments his treafare and his fine 00 A 


Be the.day red or blacke in Calender; « . | 
Common, or holy sfies the. Vfureres.e% 43 on 
He flarnes his Carcaffe and rrue money (lane, | 3 iin > | 
Goes with full chefts and thin cheekes tous granes” 


The Vfurer thrinkes vp-his guts witha faving dyer, 
as with knot-gyafle: and, puts his ftomacke intone purfee 
He {els time to his cuttomers, his fod.to his cofers , his 
body to languifhment,his foule vo Satan. 35° 


The elewenth Tefftimony, JME, Perkins. 


9 


7 Sury is a gaine exacted by couenant,aboue the prin- 
' Cipall, onely inliev, and recompence ofthe lending 


of its 4 , woe 
ic. ; Viury 
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ee 


a ee 
viury being confidered as it is thus defcribed, is quitecons 
fraryvto Gods Word, and may very fitly be tearmed byting 
lucte. Exvod.22,t4.15+ Exek.18.8, 2. Cor8.13. 


The twelfch Teftimony M*. ‘Fenton. 


Et every one who ‘defireth to refolue his confcience 7, 0 sr of 
Letethic matter by Scripturé ( the onely true ground viury p. 48. 
ofa Chriftianrefolution) let himconfider,! fay, how ney- 
cher vfury norintere(t , bitting vfury nor increafe iseuer Viury con. 
once named in the Booke of God , but itiscondemned 3 demned in 
condemned amongft fuch’abominations as bring’ acurfe Gods Bookce 
in fead of a bleffing : an eternal curfe vponthe Soule of 
che‘Viurer , anda temporall ‘curfe vpon’ his wealth and 
polterity. © rr | celal Mays 

Let fome of thefe tender confciences , ‘who are fo Is ic not 2 
vrgent to. call-for-warrant out of the booke of God, for shame for me 
every ceremony and matter of fornic in the ‘Church, {eke i sey hE. 
4 warrant for: this theirpractiee ; ‘which fo néerely con- te tee 
cerneth them’; and Jet them feeke it at the Oracle of God and tobe pro. 


who hath not leftit, ashe bath njany ‘other things, ey- felt Viurcts, 
ther tothe diferetion of the Chtitch , or wildome'ofcom- . - 
-mon-wealths ; ‘buchath votichfafed to determite it'in his 
owne booke to otir' hands”: to fet downe’ an expréfle 
‘Law againtt itin Evedus = to renew and reuiue that Law 
againe and againe in’ Leyit, And Durer’: toratifié and 
_confirme it with no other words'tten himfelf vied at the 
“publifhing ofthe wholt Morral! Laiv;to fpecifie the onély 
Jimitation which he meant to tolerate for a’time;toadde 
the promile of bleffing tothe keepers ofthis Law: and fo 
denuonce fuch fearefull iudgements againgt the tranferef 
forsof the fame: vpon ‘their wealth and pofterity in this 
world,vpon their owne fonles in the world. to.comes 
The “Vfurer hath great caine and certaine : fometimes 'd-mp. ror, 
-out of hittle eaame = fometimes out ofno gaine : fome- ¥ 4t<'$ -hane 
times out of Loile ; aiwsyes out of vicertainties ; alwayes aah tte oa 
; G 2 Out lofi, &e, 
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out of labour and paines,out of care and coft, out of ha- 
zard and perillto the borrower. Commeth all this on. 
Gods Name % ; . . 
Idem p 142, There was neuerany Church or Churchman , carrying 
No wnter de- the name of a,Chriftian,who hath defended inwriting any 
finded viury branch of vfury , for the {pace of fifteene hundred yeares - 
for fifteene after Chrift. Neyther wasthis for want of occafion gie 
hundred yeeres tu - * ‘ : 
after Chiift, ens forit bach beene both praStited and written againt 
Note, i allages-Neythercan we-with modeftie impute it to the 
ignorance of the-Church: for as fhee is acknowledged 
tobe moft Eagle-fighted in-the time of her purity; fo 
when fhe was ouerfhadowed with fuperftition , her wri- 
‘tersin cafes.of conicience,.for. matters of morality were 
moft exact: as by their, dchoole Diuinity is evident to be 
feene. Yet where fhall we find any one,for {6 many ages 
ef the Church, who could eucr deuifea diftination to faue 
ap ylurcrs foples. + 19 us wo ity Wr cull aie 
sic: Fentons, He that debces to be fully latishied concerning, the vn 
dreatife of * law fulneffe of viury by Scriptures, Fathers,the latter times 
vinry ii able,to of ignorance ; by the eftimonies of the Church affembled 
fatisfic thofe jn Councels,, by. the. teftimony of Diuines in reformed 


that be not Churches, by the teftimontesof Piilofophers,Hiftorians, 
cinta” by.the three Lawes, Canon, 2 Ciuill,,3 Common :, by 


- trong and conuincing, arguments: finally, he that defires 

“tohaue thofe motives anfwered, which perfwade fome 
tothe lawfulnefie of vfury , let himread with diligence 
‘the learned Treatife of. vfury,wricten by M'. Fenton, read 
his Treatife with a fingleeye., iudge of what.thou rea- 
deft without affection:and conforme thy affectionto right 
iudgement., . 


” The thirteenth Teftimony 24, Rogers, of weashersfield. 


; Hefe being the moft vfuall kinds of contracts,do fhew 
9 Treacle o |] the nature of the reft, which are in vie among men, 
on SCommans nd doe leaueno place to that. oppreffion in the. world, 
vinty vnlawfall -- ~ , Cale 
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called vfury, or any other fiuch feeking of mens priuate 
rofitin their dealings, withont regard of the common 
anos of both :-thatis, when both parties are not pro- 

nided for, to their contentation and fatisfying according 
to equity , andto the meaning.and proutfion made by” 
God in thatbehalfe: whichis, that the one without the 

other fhould not be benifired-or inriched ; but the one to 
haue care and confideration of the other, and the Com - Regard had of 
mon-wealth of both( asI hanefayd) refpeéted which if ic both parties 
were regarded betwixtboth parties, could inno wie be *"° "4% 
inftly complayned of: neyther is {uch dealing of thena- 
ture and kind of viury,whether it bein hiring and letting; 
or in:any other kind of contraé& whatloeuer ; but thar 
common dealing for 101n the-hundred, or 9, or 8; or ’ 
any fuch like, which is without due confideration of the - 
Common-wealth, and vpholding of both, is vtterly tobe 
condemned. 

“Whichif it be well and duely confidered, will foone an- 
fwere:all.con{cionable men, about the queftion of vfury Novfeof vie 
and oppreffion, thatthere can be novie of them in the "y in Church 
‘Church of God, nor the Chrift:an Common-wealth: the "lage 
Law-maker hauing fayd of both, asof witchcraft and Ido~ "%" 
latry,there fhall be none fuch in Ifrael,thatis,among Gods 
' people. And.as for teaching others their duty, (efpecially 
in money matters) who hauenot given themfelues in full: : 
refolution to be guided by Gods Word , Preachers may Why Preas 
fooner weare their tongues to the ftumpes, then they may ae ge A vfak ‘ 

reuaile with them. ee Pana & 

If chon defirett the iudgement of other diuines, befides 
thefe before mentioned ; read ,M'. Bayze,his dire&tions to 
a godly life, p-172. Mr. Philps,vpon A4aths 4. p 198. - 
Mr. Dyke,.vpon Repentance, p.143,144- Dr, Sclater; 
vyponthe 2 Thef, p.277-Mi, Robrough, Balme from Gi- 
lead, p:3 § 517,225,285 ,320,325.432. D',Preffon, Reme- - 
dy againft coueton{nefle, p.33- M'. slfon, Theologicail - 
sules for the vnderttanding of holy Scriptures, p. 70. 
G30 and 
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and in his mifticall cafes and fecrets of Diuinity,p.280:Mr. 
Srinfley,in the third rule and watch of life,p.97. Mt.Ro- 
gers of Dedham, Treatife of loue,p.235,236.Dt.eb,on As 
gurs prayer,p.323.147-read alfo the 34.part ofthe Homily, 
again{t the perill of Idolatry, p.7. where vfury is ranked 
with groffe fins,and condemned fer yniuft gaine-Read the 
2d. part of the Sermon or Homily for Rogation-weeke, ps 
225. where vfurers are ‘aid tohaue their goods of the di- 
uell,to be worfhipers of the divell,to kneele downe to the 
diuell at his bidding: See alfo Mr.Scudder ypon the Lords 

Prayer,p, 276, - 
It is now time to draw to the conelufion ; it hath beene 
aie obferned by wife men, that vfurers will not eafily be per- 
Viurers notea- {waded to forfake their finne ; their gaine of Viury ise 
ily perfwaded {weet gaine,without labour, without coft,withont peril; 
to leauc their Jer it be granted that they will not forfake this fo pleafant, 
Banc. and {0 profitable a fin; yet by thefe Teftimonys,they may 
be conuinced in their iudgements, of the vnlawfu'ne"¢ of 
vfury;and fo they thall be made without exeufe at the laft 
day when Chritt fhall come in flaming fire with his mighs 
Pd Angels. to render vengeance to all difobedient 'per- 

ons. My ~~ , . 

As for you that makea trade of vfury,if you fhall thinké 
idem pay ne ind gements to be of fuch waight, that ail thef@ toges 
The iudgee ther benot able tocaft the {cale again{t yon, yet! hope 
ment of thefe they will fo much moue you, as to bring the-ballance to 
reverend Di- a fufpence, that you will thinke vfury very queftionable at 
munes fhould rhe Jeaft; and if 1t be queftionable,theni it is vnlawfull to 
mae be done. But if all thefe reuerend Bifhops and learned 
“e eee, Duiuines,will not fo moue your vnderftanding,to make it 
queftionable; then I willfayno more; and I can fayno 

leffe, bucthat you Vifurers thinke that you know fomes 
what.And then S.?a#d maketh vp the relt,that you know 

nothing as yee ought to know it. 

To him who knoweth yfury tobea finne, itis a finne, 


becaufehe knoweth it.To him that doubteth,icis likewile 
a 3 


x Cor. 8.2, 
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a finne,becauie he donbteth.And to the reft it isa finne of 

ignorance , but of affected ignorance : whofe eyes are 

blinded eyther with pride’ , becaufe they would be fingu-. | 

Jar ; or with lucre and gaine,- becaufethey would'not div yi... gine: 
fturbe their confciences by examining or ditcouering that of aifeged ig~ 
finne wherein they haue {fo fweetly flept, and doe {till re- norances 
pofe them‘elues. Butfich ignorance doth neyther excufe, 

nor extenuate the fault, but ratheragranatethe fame,be- 


@aufe itis wilfulle Pad 
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Similitudes to which vfurers,and vfurie are refembled.. 


Perfiantree,that at the iametime buds,bloifomes, Perfan tree. 
Adams wo;kes’ 


V Sury is a thriuing occupation. Viury is like that Viury Hke the 
\ 


and beares fruit. The moneys of intereft areeuer= | “Tr 
more fome ripe for the Trunke, others drawing to °° *°3* 

maturity the re(t in the flowre approaching, all in the bud’ ok 
ofhope. But the viurer is mad; for his finneat once buds, ¥rets mae. 
bloffomes,and brings forth the fruitof vengeanee- Enery 
Bond he takes of others,enters him intoa new obligation - 
to Satan : as he hopes his debtors will keepe day. with 
him, the diuell expectsno lefle of himfelfe. Euery forfeit ° - 
he takes {cores vpanew debt toLuciter; andeuery mor-. 

Bagd land he ieizeth on, enlargeth his dominion in ~ 
hel © 4 mS 5 bn F 4 : * 

:: Money lenv vpon viury to 2.poore manto fupply. his. 
need,may-not vnfitly be compared toa peece ofnew cloth {7 oan 
fowed vponanold garment; for that, although it couer Hi f oarticte 
the rent for atime, and feemeth to haue mended the gar- bol bila 
ment,yet after a while,the new cloth fretteth theold,and v.15. p.20¢- 
bringeth away arpart of it, and fo maketh the rent much 
Worle. > ae nak : 
Though the vfurers fometimes doe vaunt,how. kindly ; 

they deale with theirdebtors in forbearing them from Idem p 254, 


yeare Note. 
\ 


¥ fury like new 
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yeere toyeere : yet thetruthis, the longerthey forbeare, 
the greater is their>gaine, and though: they deferre the 
The Vfurer borrowers mifery , yet in deferring it, they do increafe. 
compared to . it: and therefore by fome.are not vnfitly compared to 
pe greedy the'greedy Cat, which though fora while fhe plaieth with 
aC. ° Ps : . 
-the filly Moule, yet inthe end the will bee fure to de- 
woure It. i 3 ; ty 
Vfurersmoney The Viurers money-ishkethe biting of the Afpe, for 
as ie al euen ashe which is bitten of the Afpe, goeth to fleepe,as 
hive, “aif he weredelighted, and through the pleafantneffe of his 
fleepe dieth ; fo he which borroweth vpon vfury is de- 
lighted for a timeas one that had receiued a good turne; 
and fo through the pleafure of the imagined benefit hee 
_ _,,,_. doth not perceiue how he is taken captiue- For euen as 
vr 1. the poyionof the Afpe, fecrety conueying it felfe into all 
fr, alithe themembers ,. corrupteth the wholebody : fo vfury dif- 
borrowers, perfing it -felfe through all the borrowers gcod;, con- 
goods. — uerteththeminto debt. And euen as Jeauen which isput 
It is like lea into meale , infecteth the whole lumpe , and drawing 
uch. eg ittoitfelfe, turnechitinco the nature of feauen : fo when 
Apud Chrifoft. ( ; ities, (nadie nant ie =i 
g-Homil.r2.in V ury entrethinto any mans Houfe, it drawethali his fit 
fine. ftance ynto it , and turneth it into debt. 
Bb.Dowsaz }: The Philofopher matcheth the Viurerwith the baud -: 
P{-rs. p. 258+ and tothe fame purpofe obferne the coherence, Deuter. 
Vfurers drones 23, 18.49. It is a wondertherefore, that in the hiue as 
fis, a ee it were of the Common-wealth, fuch drones are {uffered; 
a which liue of the fweat, yea blood of other men: whe 
Vfury is gaine- Outof other mens labour attaine cafe , ouc- of other mens 
full idleneife- hazard gaine ‘fecurity , out of -other mens:lofle reape 
, gaine. ms tie ge ienge 


— 


Similese ayy Pay.) * ay . = 

Veber fayth , an Vi{urer-is a bloodsfucker. af: the 

people : and as:a Worme in an Appie ‘or Nut .con- 

fuameth all that is within : fo as Viurer deuourech 

the fubftance of the City by wonderfull and :{ecrete 
meanes. ws es | 


In decalog. 
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(i eee. 
‘The Viurer, who’ trafficke and trade it isto make men Mi. Wilkinfow 

miferable , and to raife his gaine out of other mensaduer= Vebt becke p, 

fity , heeis faith Chryfostome, Quali manum fnfcipiens et 9+ 

in nanfraginm smpellease iis a man taking one by the hand 

to pull out of the water , but kicking him backe againe 

tothe Shipwracke of his {ubftance , and of himielfe which 

isa rude and a barbarous partinahy, tohurtinfaliibly, The Vfurer 

whom hee pretends to helpe- This is one of the bitter hurts thoie 

Potions:-which the world reacheth forth to oner- pur i a 

.chafers, and ouer-traders, which they are forced to ee 1h. 

drinke to the very-dregges , when they cannot bee | 

content to-walke within their compafle. As aman Note. 

cannot touch Pitch but bee defiled therewith : ‘0 -hee 

cannot deale with vfury without detriment, ipfo fatto, the 

firft moment. 


When the Viurer faith that he lendeth foreompaffion, ,,. ' 

. >Mr. Swsith, 
he meaneth for compaffion of himfelfe , that hee may . cmon yn. 
-gaine by his pitty. The Viurer loneth the borrower,asthe on yiny. 2 
Iuye loueth the Oke ; the luyelonerl the Oke to grow The Viarer 
by it , fo the Vfurer loueth the berrower ,° to grow rich bike the luye, 
byhim. The. Iuye.clafpéth to the Oke like a louer, but 
it clafpeth out all the iuyce and fap, that the Oke can- | 
mot thriue after : So the vfurer lenceth like a friend, 
but he couenanteth like an enemy, for he clafpeth the 
borrower with -fuch bands, that ewer after he diminifheth, 
as faft as the viurerencreafeth. 

The Viureris likea Butlersbox = forasall thecounters rhe Vfurer 
at laft come to the Butler:fo all the money at laftcommeth fikea Butletse 
to the viurer, ten after ten,and ten after ten,and ten to ten, box. 
till at lait he receiue notonely ten for an hundred,but an 
hundred for ten. This is the only difference,that the Butler 14cm. 

. can receive no more then he dette > buc the Vfurer 
receiueth more then he deliuereth. : 
Heis like a Moath-; euen asa Moath eateth a holein Like a Meath, 
Cloth , fo Viury eateth a hole eet 


-The 
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- Adams works The gentleft vfury is a moft fharpe therne, and pricks 

Paes . the fidesofthe Country till the blood followes. An Viu- 

vuny2 UPS ver with his money , islikea man that hath no worke of 

Note, his owne, yet keepes a feruant to ler out : and takes 

not onely hire of others for his daily labour, but chardg- 
eth him to feale fomewhat befides, and nener to returne 
home empty. 

An wurer = An Viurer is worfe then all finners, he is worfe thena 

wore then all theefe : a Theeferobbethbutin the night, but the Vin- 

{11181 €TSe : 

wvoste then a rerTobbeth day and night. 

7 heefe. He is worfe then Hell ; forin Hell onely the wicked 

‘Then Hell, hall bepunithed : but the Vfurer punitheth ; and fpoileth 

both good and bad and fpareth neyther holy nor vnholy- 

_ Heis worfe then a /ew , for one /ew will nottakeyfu- 

sy of another : but the Vfurer will take vfury of his Chri 

{tian brethren. 

Then death, § He is worfe then death,for death killeth but the body, 
but the Vfurer killeth body and Soule. 

“Vorfethen °  Heisworfe then Judas, for /udas {old Chrift but once 

ludas. forthirty pence, but-they fell Chrift continually, as often 

as they take viury : /#das reltored the money againe, 

but the Vfurers neuer reftore the money againe , that. 


Thea lew, 


Nortbhbrcake 
ole mans , 
gee F270. they vniuftly haue taken: 


idem p.2706.- The Viurerislike a Pigge, for while he liueth,- he is 

An Viurer like good and profitable for nothing , for he will beeuer root- 

aPiggee ing yp the Earth ; running through, and tearing of hed- 

ges : eating and denouring yp good Corne, Beanzs and 

Peafon , fo likewife doth the wicked ‘fwinith Viurer 

whilft hee liueth : but when the-Pigge is déad, then 

there commeth profit by him to many : fothe Vinrer, 

when death taketh him., then the poore may have fome 

rofits : : ‘¥ ioe L oe dat wes 

Viucers bke “The Worme Teredo is fof totouch, but ir hath fuch’ 

tha Worme i1 14-4 teeth , as it denoureth and con{umeth the hard tim- 
timber. : ; | 

povels poi. ber : So the Vilrer isa foft beaft at the firtt to handle, 

of vfury p.43. but in continuance of time, the hafdnefle‘of his teeth 


: . will 


The Englifh Vfurer. A 


a 


————— 
wilheata man vp , flefh and bone, if he hane not anefpe- 
call regard to !hune him. 

The Viurer is like che Rewer, which biteth fo fore,as that The Viurer is 
he never loofeth his teeth wntill he baue broken the bones, /ske the Beer, 
It may be wuly {ayd of thete, defolation and deftruction Roce 
is in their path ~— wherefoeuer they fet toot , they make ‘ 
hauockeo fails 

The Prophet E<kie/ doth hedge inthis finne betweene Ezek. 22.12, 
Prribery and Extorticn.And in another place we fhall finde, Exod, 22.25, 
that it and opprefftcn is made both one: thus by Gods 
owneteftimony thele are oppreflors. Not vnaptly may we | pi 
compare the vfurer to the neather milftone, which is flow nae le 
and {turresnot ; he fits at home,and {pends his time ina de- milftoie. 

‘uillifh Arithmeticke, in numeration of houres, dayes,and Hewhe {pends 
moneys, in Sub(traction from other mens eftates,and mul- his time, 
tiplication of his owne, vntill he have made diuifion bet- Note. 
weene his foule and Heanen,and dinided the earth to him- 
felfe,and himfe fe tohell- His Broker we may compare to 

“the vpper milftcne(without whichthe neather milftone may 
feeme ynprofitable) that is quicke & ftirring,& runs round: 

-the poore(like { orne)who betweene both thefe is srinded : 
into powder-Surely it is For our.finnes that God fufters vfu- Viiwers fulfe. 
rers amongft vs: it may be he fuffersthefe a while;ashe did sd for our 
the Canaanttes in [frael, lef the wiid beafts fhou'd breake fanes. 
in vponthem ; Jeft pride and fullettate thould {pill mens 
foules- Yet we may fafely fay of thefe,as /o/ua did of thole, 
they are prickesin our fides, and Thornes in oureyes. Now 

-the mercy of God nid vs ef them. :lec them bring what ex- 
cules,apologies,mitigations,evations,or diftinctions they, 

_ poffibly can inuent : jet them reply,vfury is no finne, many 

learned men are of this opinion : yet whatare they the : 
better if,God him{elfebe not of the iame mind thoie lear- M™ Resets 
ned men are of?and let them tel mic if their con{ciences cin “a Ay 

be fo fauffied. Would not the greateft Viurer willingly ri i 

gine an hundred pound bag to be {ecured in this point ? Jc 

isnot fafe wading farre in.a queftionabie water. 


2 The 
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MrePerkinss:. TheVfurermay pretend he pleafures the poore , biit his 

yo!.3.p-220- helpeisno betterthenhisis, that giuesa draught of cold 
water to him, that isin a barning -feauer, which feemes 
pleafant at the: firft-, but after.turnes to -his‘great an« 
noyance. 

Bb. Jewell,: V fury in the middeft of a Citty worketh fuch good, 

ypon Theilip. 48 fire doth , when iris fetto the roofe of a Houle : or as 


Lis the Piague doth when it is-takento the mideft ofthe-body 
Mdem p.317. and covcheth the heart. . 
An Vfurer An V{urerismuch worfe thena Thecfe. Far a Theefe 


wore then.a 


vie. -is driven by extremity and neede : The \ furer is rich and 
Ancete, 7 


hath no neede: The Theefefealeth in corners , and in 
places where he may-be vnknowne : the Vfurer openly and - 
boldly, at all times, and inany place. The Theefe, to 
‘releeve his Wife and Children: the Vfurer to fpoyle his 
The Viuret 4 neighbour, and to vndoe his-Wife and Children. Thre 
Theele 3° 2! Theefe{tealeth from the rich’, which have enongh # the 
a Vifurer from the poore that hath nothing. The Theefe 

_ Seeth,and-will be feeneno more:the Vfurer ftandeth by it, 

continueth ,& ftealeth Rill :day and night,fleeping and wa - 

Note. sing,healwayes ftealeth. The theefrepents th of his deed,he 
knoweth he hath done wrong and is forry for it: the Vfurer, 

thinketh it is his owne, thatis welt gotten, and neuer re- 

geeDr, wl penteth , but defendeth; and-maintaineth his finneimpu- 
fonvpon Vfiny dently- The Theefe, if he efcape, many times becommeth 
POS: profitableto his countrey , and beftoweth himfelfe paine- - 
"fully in fome trade-of Ife : the ViurerJeaneth his mer- - 
_chandife , foriaketh his husbandry , giueth*himfelfe to - 

nothing , whereby his countrey may haue benefite. The 

ale v fiver ne- Theefe is fatisfied at length + the Viurer hath neuer e- 
per fitishcd. mough.the belly ofthe wicked wi neverbefilled:as the - 
| Sea is neuer filled -with water, though all the ftreames of 
the world runne into it: So the greedinefle of an V furer is 
neuer jatisfied , thoughche gaine neuer fo ynreafonably. 
‘Lhe Sea is profitable : the Vfureris hurtfull and dangerous. 
By the Sea we may patie and come fafely to fink ; 
WG: 
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aes 
butno man paffethby viury without loffe or Shipwracke. 
Viurersarein worle cafe,then common {irumpets, or aes " 
harlots be; fora drab isnot bound to make refticution of HS "NT 
that fhe hath gotten valawfully, by abufing her body in Di. Wilfon, 
filthyneffe , but onely to doe penance: and yet an viurer 


muf reftore his euill gaseen goods, becaule he hath ftoine 
them, or etie, he cannot be receitied-into the Church as 


a 


of vfury,p.133 


ine. - 

Tully in his firft booke of Offices, compareth vfurers to 
yile artificers, that get their wealth by lying deadiy, and 
yttering falfehood to faue themfeluesfrom famine. And | 
with the vfurers, he reckoneth tole-takers,cuftomers, and 
fuch money Officers, that pille and polle both Prince and 
people. Arisfotefayth, that viurers and bauds may well 
goe together, for they gaine by filthy meanesall that they 


get. - 


idem p. 1470 


CA Pe 6. P 


Ananfwer toall fuch Arguments as perfivade fonie © 
to the larfulneffe of vfury. 


r Argument, from theParable, Wath. 25.27. ° 


Thou onghteft therefore rohaue put my money to the Ex: 
changers and then at my comming I fhould hase re: 
ceined mine onne with v[ury. 

Ir Aafwer. 

'S it nor a worthy argument for Vhitious Contras: 
drawne from the parable ? worldlings !ooke for their 
owne with viury ; fo the Lord foraduantage of his glo= 

- ‘ry;by his gifts. Approues he their praétiie ?: or rather 
ypbrayds our negligence, by-comparifon ‘drawne from 


mens courfes in‘euill ? They were ‘beft fay, they 
may‘ imbeazle their: mafters goods, becaufe Chrift, . 


Dr Sclater 
vponr Thel.g 
P+ 39293936 


. 
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by that worldlings wifedome, would teach vs providence 
for our foules: or becaufe he refembies his comming toa 
Thiefe inthe peynt of fuddennefle,thence inferre the law- 


C omparions. fulneffe of theevery. Compariions are borrowed from 
why borrowed things finfull,and vnlawfull,to teach truth, and admonifh 


from'thirgs “of duety.: chev e of them is,norgoiustifie their euill, bne 


finfull. 


Dr. Smith, 
in Wilee 
ypon Leuit. 
p> 627- 

z Vich5.3, 
Reuel, 5.9. 
tPet,s5.9, 


in Pfal.3 6: 

Con.3, 

Commenda- 
ble vfury* 


to remember vs of duety,or to expiaine his truth. 


2 eAnfwer. 


Similitudes and Parables vfed in Seripture doe not hold 
in every thing but wherein they arécompared. As Chrift, 
for histndden comming,is kkened toa thiefe in thenight, 
yethereby is not theft ruftified : andas Chritt isrefem- 
bled to a Lyon for {trength and courage, fo the dinell for 
cruelty; and fo here, the {pirituall increafe ot Gods gifts 
is likened to vfury,for the thing, that is,the encreafing, not. 
to iuftifie the manner.2.And further, here the word viury, 
Metaphorice accipstur pro fuperesecre{centia boxorum fpiritta 
alizm 1s metaphorically taken for thé éncreaie.of fpiritn- 
all graces, dquin.. And fo {piritally, the Lord receimeth 
viury from vs in the encrea(e of his gtfts,and we viury from 
him, as dugustine fayth, Si-vis fanerare ,fenera ace, fanc- 
rator minus vult dare,et plus accipere; hoc fac ettu, da mo- 
dica,accipe magua,da temporalia,accipe acerna,if thou wilt 
bean viirer,putont to viury co God : anvfurer wall giue 
lefie, and take more,doe thou fo, give {mall things, and 
take great, giue temporall things, and receiue eternal. 

If thefe anfwers will not give thee fatisfaction, as what 
will fatisfie arefolued vlarer,whom the god of this world 
hath blinded ?theh confule with other Dinines of found 
learning and fincereiudgment,as; with M:.Fentons Treatife 
vpon viury,p.14.p.137- M'. Dyke,of the deceitfulneffe of 
mansheart, p.209. Bb, Downam,-vpon Pf15.p-285. Bb, 
Jewel,ypon 2 Thef.-p.t4o¢ <r stow oe 

vee laew Weel 
. ‘oly ie 2 Ar- 
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2 Aroiment;for the lawfulnefle of vfury. 
frites A 


Tmould willingly pay tenin the hundred, if I had need, and 
therefore I may take (0. 
Aufrer. 


1, ¥ Hat royall rule, Doe asthou wouldft be done by,-vMr, Boltous 
I mut be vnderitood and expounded } according to dire&ions for 
the grounds of a go@dconicience , ditates of right rea- a comfortable 
fori, and directions of a iuft and rectified will: not out ap ing with 
the miftsand miferies of a depraued and exorbitant indg- = te 
ment-Otherwile Abimelech,Sauland other of that defpe- EF ieor ee . 
rate.ranke and tefolution, might conclude, that it were fury.p 1375 
Jawfull for them to kill other men,becaule they were wil-'138. 
ling tobe killed them(eiues, See Ludg,9.54- 1 Sai.31.4, Dre Pye, 
forthey might fay , they did but as they would: be done pa en P.9- 
by. It would alfo follow very abfurdly: the Mapiftrate be 2? Vavaans 
ing in the malefattors cafe would gladly be pardoned ,ther-P!7 5+P-233s 
fore he muft pardon the malefactor: fome foane of -Belial Peay nope 
would be content villanoufly to proftituce his wife whom gions of fury: 
he cares not for himlelfe, toothers; thereforehe maya-'p, co. 
bufe another mans wife whom heioues better: thefe,and- 
the like abominable and abfurd confequents, demon- 
ftrate the vanity of the vfurers inference , and that 
Ghrifts rule is not fo generall , but reftraineable to that N 
will,which is orderly, and Honeftly guided by the light ce 
Ofnature,and.GedsLawe « ak 8 5. 
2. We mutt then haue recourfe to this general! foun- 
taine of the fecond table, and fetch light and direSion D:- Taylors 
thence : when we hanenovexpreffe and {peciall word in Sim 
GodsBooke; but the Scriptures haue clearely and dired- Pils ods 
ly:detetminediand tefolued the soynt of yf. “a D. 
3 ifthe viurer were inthe bérrowerscafefhe weuld 
not willingly, as he pretends, give ten in the hundred. I 
meanewithan abfolute.and free will,bue of force and con- — 
ramt,becanle without payingafter thavrateshé could nor Note: 
P, have 


Jett 


56 


Note: 


Simile, 


S Si le e 


D:.Taylers 
Progreiie of 
S2iNts p.g6. 
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' hawe ic. If aman would borrow vpen Viury,to buy land, 


ineroffe,foreftall, or compa fle {ome vnlawfull matter; that 
wereacorrupt will, and norule: bute ifhis defire fo to 
borrow were inft and lawfull,as in {ome ca‘es it may be 

then it is nointire will,but mixed and forced by fome ne- 
ceffity, for the auoyding ofa greater euill: and therefore 
denyed in the eye both of law and reafon,to be any willat 
all. He that would borrow,fhould haue need -to borrow 

for a needleffe defire-is vnlawtull, and an ingenious man 


who hath need to borrow , would not willingly borrow 
but for need, much leffe would he pay vfury. Therefore 


the will of che borrower, in this cafe, is eyther corrupt, or 
no will atall,and fo confequently without the compaffe 


.of Chrifts rule. 


The will of the-borrowerin thiscafe,is like the will of 


an honeft traveller, in bee his purfeto an arrand thiefe: 
-for the feare-he fhoul 


loofe both purfe and life. Is firch 2 
man willing, thinke you-to loofe his money ? or like the 
‘will of aman,whofe houfe beingon fire, pluckes downe 

art thereof to fauethe reft : willingly indeed as the cafe’ 
ftands with him , ‘yet not fimply, but vpon neceffity. 
So the borrowers willis not free, but forced, and fo a will 
againtt a will 

.3 Argument. 


Some Diuines haue undertakenthe defence of (ome kind 


of ufury, {pecially to the rich, and fohaue animated 
fomein.that courfe. 


-1 Anlwer. 


This Do&rine brought to his tryall willnot hold, fee~ 
ingit is {uch a confumer.of mens éftates, and fo vncharita- 
ble, asthe Lord would not admit of icin //rael, bura- 
mong his enemies whom he would haue quite confumed. 


‘Befides, men deceine themfelues in their diftinStion: for: 


God 
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Cod in the cafe of viury diftinguifheth not betweene 
the rich and pooreof J/racf, but betweene the //rae-- 
Lites , and the Canaanites , betweene ftrangers and 
brethren. The poore indeed are mentioned, but onely +, . 
thus : t- Becanfe they haue moft neede to berrow why mentic- 
2. Becanfe they are moft liable to wrong and op- nedinthe pro- 
preffions3 The Commandement of loane is made efpecial- hibition of viv- 
ly for their good. 4. Vfury onthem is amore grieuous fin 'Y* 

and crying, €xod.22.24. 

Ob. But if it were vnlawfull, God -would forbid 
it to the ftranger- Sof.-1. The Morrall Law forbids it to 
all. 3. Itis by God difpenfed with, by a-iudiciall , for 
the hardneffe of the hearts of the ewes for the vniuflice of 
the Gentiles , who exacted it onthe /ewes , and for 
the ouerthrow of the Caxaamts. The word is Deue.23.20- 
Not Lemicro but Lamicro,Extraneo hnic, that is,tothis 
ftranger , meaning the Canaaxite, -3, It is nomore law- 
full then Poligamy or a Bill of dinorce , which was a- 
gainftithe Inftitutor. 4, When the Canaantres were 
deftroyed, all .vfury was afterward abfolutely forbid- 
den ; Pf. 15. And Pro. 28. 8. Mer on Lex. 18, In 
the Law Vifury is forbidden onely to brethren, but 
in the Prophets to all abfolutely:and in the Gofpell much, 
moreé,becaufe all are now brethren. 

2 Anfwer. 

If-any learned men do allow that vfury, which is pro- 
perly fo called, and pra&ifed in the world, I oppofe _ ae 
to them the iudgements of many more worthy and 0% Fis #5 PA 
learned men in this Age. the teltimonies ofall the ?*°" 
learned in former ages , both Chriftians and heathen, 
the eenfures of Councels , the authority. of the Word 


of GOD. 
3 Aafwers - . : 
If thofe Diuines that {peake or write for vfury proper- Dr-Selater- 
‘ly fo called, be Viurers themfelues..; may not thistinne YPO® Komaps 
~winde it felfeinto their affections ,and thence creepeinte F . 
JI 


theic | 


poore 


See Fewtete 
ofviury p, 46, 


oe 
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D" Fentox 
of vfury p. 3. 
V fury why a 
bewitching 
finne. 


SEBeCKs 


Pavels ‘pol us 
of viury,p.$2, 
$3 


Calin 

in Ezek, 18, 
“Wilet vpon 
Exod, po 5x3. 


theiriudgements, and vnderftanding®, “till ichane eaten 
out all {oundnes of iudging and difcernitig betwixt good 
and cuill? Dethnot adultery creepe fromthe body to 
the afeSions bewitching them ? Doth it not blind the 
judgement: to thinke and cenfureit but a tricke of youth? 
Drunkenaeffe what an inward thirft of the defire workes 
it ? And how eafily. inclines it to indge ito worfe then 
good-fellowhhip, yea fo good asa poynt of manhood. 
This aduantage hath the diuell gotten againft ys in the 
practife of this finne,that viury being a trade fo painefull in 
refpeat of others, forafie,fo cheape, fo fecure without all 
labour, cof, or perill, being alfo fo common, behouefull, 
and requifit in thefe times for all occafions; it hath bewit- 
ched enenthecoriciences of thofe who are moft tender in 
other matters. For ifthe heart and affection be once won 
and poffeffed, itisan eafie matter enen'by flight proofesto 
curnethe.brainee Quod nimis mifert volunt, hoc facile cre= 


dunt, Grong affe&ion gineth great credit to weake argu- 
“ments > whereas indeed it onght:to be contrariwife ; that 
-our naturall proneneffe, and the generall inclination of the 


world.to this practile of viury,fhould mouea well tempe- 
red iudgement the ratherto {ufpe@the lawfulneffle of its 
and the foundnefe’of {uch reafons, as are brought-for it. 
Perit orane indicium,cum ves tranfit ad affettum. Men loo 
king by affectionlooke throngha mift or a painted glaffe; 
to whom nothing appeareth in his ‘native colour and due 
proportion: J , 

. 3 Anfwers 

Neuer any Dinine,that euer I could fee or heare ofever 
allowed viury, but with fuch caueats and. leffons, as alter 
the quality of vfury,and make it indeed no vfury at all. 

1 All Diuines condemne it, as when men makea trade 
of it. Daifquis ex profelfo fanerarur,ille omnino debet ab ho- 
minum confertio reyeie Thusalfo Driller he that lendeth 
his money vpon vfury (fayth he) muft not be fuch a one as 
maketh it his tradeto line by letting of money, And oe 

other 


os 
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ether tradesto bea profeffed viurer is moft odious. ; 
2 They abfolutely condemne vfury tof vfiry. Vfura lus Lemc 

ofsrarum judicio bonorum omamm etiam apudinfideles dam- 


vataifemper et infamis fuit. Yet this init felfeis no more yN- 
jawfull then vfury, 


Cautions to be obferned by Vfurers , avd that Exa&é, tobe 
precifely kept,as Mt. Caluinfayeh, : 


1 Neexigatur ab egente: it mult not be taken of the See Fenton 

needy,or fuch as be vrged to borrow vpon neceffity. of vfuty ps 62s 
2 The vfurer muft not be fo addicted to gaine, but that 63. 

he muft be ftill ready furnifhed,and.willing-co fyrnifh his Ame fins de 

poore neyghbour in hisneed, freely. confcientiae 


- 3 Theruleof Chrift muft euer be his touchftone, to cap.44. quag, 


deale no otherwife then he would be dealt, within the Perkins 
like café. 


, na Condit, Com- 
4 The borrowers gaine muft be fo much moreat theleatt Fe ae 
as the viurers intere{t comes ynto. AOL EN ACI 


5 Thatnot cnely arefpect be had tothe borrower but pli, 


to the good ofthe Common-wealth alfo,that,that receiue Caluin. 
2 sritlice: -Downan 
no preiudice: 


tr ae 


“6 That the vfurer neuer exceed the ftint fet downe in the yt P74 
Country, or Gommon-wealth where he liues. : 


And becaufe Zanehre, whois held another great patron 
ef viurers, doth vndertake-to fet downe the true meaning 
of Caluin,Bucer, and others in favour of vfury, let vs heare 
what vfury thatis,which they meant: ° 


Lictat pacifci de lucro, fed adbibit a Semper conditione vel 
expref]4 vel tacita, ard, sn mente py creditoris confirmata:  . 
nempe, Vt ficerts compereris cui tuans dedilti pecuntars,enma 

of parsons vel nibillseri feciffe,idd, non {ua culpa aut neg- 

‘digent ia, fed propter-res adner{us,et quia dominus nolurt eins 

laboribus benedscere : tu quog, vel nihil, vel minus quam erat 

in pattis accipias-lmo hoc animo effe debes,o creditor ut fi ae- 

biter, nox folum non fecit lncrum,fed etiam accepit damsnum, 
r4 


2 th 
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tw quague damni aliquid cum illo patiaris s hoc.enizm pot nlap 
aguitas et charitas, — ; 


et. 3 


The Viury thor -, 2¢48 lawfull to couenant for Incre,but vnder-a condition 
Zanckie  &ither expreffed in the conenant, or kept in mind, that ifie 
allowes, appeare the borrower fhall gaine little or nothing (if with- 

out his owne, defaulrhe ‘proues a loofer:) thy viury frail A 

belittle or nothings and furtherif he lole of the principal, 

thou muft beare part of the loffe. For equity and charity 
rab or this. This is the viury which Zanchie defendeth, 
in ue 9 and this (fayth he) was the meaning of Bcer and the reft. 
Eph. 4. cuef. Yet thisis nothing but meere partnerfhip. If the lendes < 
4 p.173-- sake partoflofie-as well as of gaine,it 1s no viury. 


4 Argument for vfury. . 


The Law allowes eight in the hundred, therefore it is law. - 
full . - , 
otnfwere. 


Mr. Dyke, Bee common vfurer deceiueth himfelfe ; why the~ 
deceitfulne ile Law alloweseight in the hundred: yea, but the law. 
‘of the hearty onely ftints, and limits it to eight inthe hundred, and fo 
P2038 farre ginesway to it,for the preuenting of a greater mife 
chiefe.And this will not be enough toexcufe the vfurer in 
the Court of Confcience:thus the lewes deceiued themfeines 
| inthe matter of their Poligamy in having many.wiues ;and 
“Math.39.8. in cheir divorces for enery trifle; they thought 4Zofes Law 
had allowed them in thefe finnes: whereas our Sauiour 
fheweth, 44o/es-onely gaue a toleration forthe hardnes of 
their hearts. 
Bb.Downam . Lhe permitting of vfury, argues-that vfury ime felfeis 
in Phry.p2ss Cuill,and the rule of confcience mutt be fetched ,not from 
the ciuill lawes of men, but from the Word of:God. 


My Smiths . The yfiwer hereinis like the Jewes,who fayd We hanea 
a ; , : lars. 
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Law,and by our Lawheoughttodie,:Zohs. 19.7. wher 

they could not fay, by Gods Law, he oughtto die : 

they fayd by our Law he ought to die : fo when the Vfu- 

rercannottay , by Gods LawI may take viury ; hefayth, 

by mans Law ['may-take vfury * this is the pooreft de- 

fence of all the reft; for if Gods Law forbid thee , can any 

Law of manexcufethee? 

In that aét of Parliament wherein viury was {timed at dan Vicefings 

eight inthe hundred , andat the latter end of that act, ic 27° Lacobs- 

is pronided : thatno words inthat Law contained, fhould “2 

be conftrued,or expounded, to allow the practife of vfury, 

in point of Religion or confcience. “ 


s Argument for vfury. 


V fury is not forbidden in the new Teftament,therefare it is 
lanfall, - —_— 
Aujwer. 


Deny ‘this confequence : there isno {péciall mentioh Dn Pie. Viu- 
| the forbidding.of it byname inthenew Teftament: ts _Sprighe 
Ergo it is lawfull. For there are many breaches of the Ore" b+ 8 
Morrall Law, yea many groffe finnes, which arenot ~ Noe 
expreffely mentioned , afd forbidden by “name in ‘the Many grofle 
new Teftament : as namely profaning of the Sabbath finnes not for 
day : all the degrees of inceft faue one; remouing the bidden by 
neighbours marke : taking for pledge, or vpon execu- ee 
tiona poore mans-onely weed ; remouing of Landmarks, ment, 7 
Polygamy ;ieloufie, &c+ 

2 An argument drawne from the teftimony of fome 
one part of the Scripture negatively, doth not hold, it 
is fufficient that it is forbiddeninthe old Teflament, and 
namely in the Morrall Law:of God,- which is common 
and perpetual! ; and farre bee it from vs to thinke that 
Chritt in his Gofpell alloweth any finwhich is fordidden - 
4nthe Morall- Law. : 

I 3. Neyther 


~ 
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-3 Neyther is thetaking of vfury ofa pooreman, that is 
in neuer fo great diftrefle, forbidden by namein the new 
Teftament , and therefore by this argument it fhould be al- 
fo lawfull. 

4 By confequence vfury is {ufficiently forbidden in the 
new Teftanient, asfometimes vnder the contrary affirma= 
tiue : for where free lending is commanded, as Zar. 5. 
42. Not freelending ( thatis vfury ) is condemned: fome- 
times vnder the generall , as Eph.4.28, 1 Theff: 4. 6. 
Sometimes abftinence from vfury is commanded vnder 
the arguments of the greater and leffe, as Luke. 6.- 35. 
Sometimes by an argument drawne from the leffe , euen 
finners , fayth our Saniour , are willing and ready to 


. lend one to another without vfury, how much more 


Bb-Downam 
Phrsep.284, 


= 


doth it become you that are Chriftians ; to lend oneto ance 
ther without viury ? 


6 Argument for Vfury. 


Te was in the Apofiles time, therefore had it beenea 
finne they would hawe condemned it 


Anfwers 
I greatly doubt of this affertion, that vfury was-in the 
time of Chrift and his Apoftlescommonly practifed a- 
mong the Romanes : feeing Tiberius:in the latter part 
of his reigne had vfed effectuall meanes for, the abolifh- 


ing of vfury , as Alexander ab Alexandro reporteth : but 


“Luke 6434. 
Tamess, 3+ 


Sce Dr. Pie,of 
wiury p.84.85- 


much more in refpe& of the Jewes , among whom 
the practice of vfury was forbidden by the Law of 
God, and to whom our Sauiour gineth this teftimony, 
chat the very finnersamong them would lend oneto ano- 
ther to receive as muchas they lent. St. James alfo find- 
eth fant with the tich men of that time that they fuf- 
fered their gold and filuer to ruft , which they would not 


haue done if they had beeneaddicted to viury: and ie 
| : ore © 
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fore the leffe practife of viury in thofe times, may be fome 
yeafon why itis not expreffely mentioned in the writings 
of the Apoftles. 


7 Argument for vfury. 


The law which forbiddech vfury,ts not moral but indicial’, 
and therefore not belonging to vs : they proue it to be 
a law indiciall, becaufe ufuryis permitted tomards a 
franger. 


Deut.23.20,' 


x eA nfwrtr. 


1 If ic were a indiciall law,yet the equity thereof,which Bb-Pownans 
is perpetuall, would appertaine to vs,viz»that vfury is not P&tS-P207 
to be impofed vpona brother: but behold we Chriftians 
are all brethren in Chrift,this difference of Iew and Gentile 
being taken away, | 

_2 The law which commandeth free lending, is not indi- 
cial] but morall, and is therefore renewed by ourSauiour 
Chrift,therefore the law which forbiddeth vfury or lending 
for gaine, ismorall ; for the famelaw which commandeth 
the affirmatiue, condemneth the négatiue. 

3 Viuryis reckoned inthe Scripture among the tranf- Festen 
greffions of the morall law. Looke into the Prophets and of viury, p.45: 
they euer combine this finne of vfury with the tranfpreffi- 
ons of the morall law in the higheit degree, with lying, 
back-biting deceit,wrong,bribery,P/*1 5. with idolatry ,op- 
preffion,adultery, cruelty, vnmercifulneffe to the’ poore, 
bloodfhed,and murder,Zxek.18. with the profanation of - 
holy things: with the abomination of vncleanenefle: | 
with the ynnaturall finnes of inceft, Ezek. 22. Vfury (fayth © 44s saay 
S.Bafil)is placed among the createft abominations ; all of as@sir 3° 
them tranfereffionsof the moralllaw: i a i 

It is true indeed , thereis a indiciall and politique to- 
Jeration annexed ynto this layw.that the fewes might take- 
/ vfury 
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vfury of ftrangers: butthaemaketh not the law it felfe ine 
diciall but rather morall. The lewes had a diuorce per- 
mitted vnto them inthe fame booke of AZofes , the next 
chapter,and yetthe 7 Commandement,to which that be- 
longeth, is morall notwithttanding ; in like manner the 
Chap,24.1. Tewes might take vfury of ftrangers, which was a peculiar 
to!cration for that naticn, yet the ‘law againft vfury.is mo- 
fall. 


Deut.2 3.20. 


-8 Argument for vfury. 


Sf vfury be not lawful for any to praktife alas what (hall 
become of thofe Orphans and widomes in thefe cniuft 
daies, which hawe flockes of money left unto them, and 
want skill to employ the fame. 
Anfwer. 


: Penton of v-, Hat fhall become of them? by the helpe of God 
fur 1 V :P 

YoeP-Ab2> they may doe well. My greater care is,what fhall 

become of thofe Orphanes and Widowes in thefe vnchari- 

table daies, which haueno ftockes at all Jef ynto them. 

Though I confeffe both the one and the other are alike in 

this, that they be not fo able to helpe themfelues as others 

be. Therefore there be no twoeftates among men, ouer 

whom God hath a more pronident and tender care, then 

Exod.22,22, Ue (4) widowes and fatherleffe children. 

a. Hath God then fo many waies bound himfelfe by pro- 

“(a) Deut. 10, miféto prouide for Widowes and Orphanes, and fhall 

18.& 1429-8 thefe by vfury withdraw themfelues out of his fatherly 

18.11514-24 protection? fhall thee be fecured by vfurious contraéts a- 

vie: gain{t the a&t of God himfelfe ? verily God will take it 
Pit46.9, more vnkindly at their hands,thenat any other. 

| If Almighty God in wifedomehad thought it meet to 

haue tolerated vfury in thefe perfons , he.mightas eafily 

haue mentioned the fame,as he doth the toleration of len- 

ding to ftrangers. But it was fo farre from Gods meaning, 

_thatin the very fame place, where he maketh a law ia 

ales 
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fafepard of Orphans and Widowes , prefently and im- Exod 22.23.27 
mediatly vpon it, is annexed the Law againtt vfurys Shall: 24-25: 

then thefe who are fo well prouided for, by a fpeciall 

Law of God , be tranfgreflors of the very next Law vnto 

it? God forbid. 

Let Widowes and Orphans , &c. Eytlter imploy their Bb. Diwnam, 
goods in fome hone’t trade , wherein they have as good in Pf 15. ¥ 
canfe to expeét a bleffing from God , as any other : or let ae Com. 
them deale by partnerfhip ; or if other meanes faile, let ie ; 
annuities be bought for their lines, or Lands, or Rents Dr.widfow dite 
purchafed for euer ; or let fome other hone courfebe courfe vpor 
taken , which wifemen can eafily denife,ifthey lift : how Wury p+ 7° 
Orphans may be maintained without impairing of their . 
ftocke. 


9 Argument for Viury. 


The flare of the City cannot fland : trafficke cannot bee 
maintained : trade(-men cannot line without P hry : 


therefore vfury is larfull, 


Anfwer- 
i | demaund firft of thefe TradeMen , who cannot Feyo, of viury 
_ A live in theirtrade without taking vp atintereft : is p12. 
their meaning that they cannot liue inthat fafhion as they 
doe;maintaine their wiues in thofe fafhons that they do : 
driue their trades to that height whichthey doe ? If this 
be thecafe , the anfwer is eafy : it may be God would 
not haue them carry fo great a faile as they-doe , but to 
drinke of the waters of their owne well, and content 
themfelues with fuch meanes‘as Gods fatherly pronidence 
doth offerthem:there is no neceffity for a man to inrich him- 
felfe by fuch pra &tifes,as be eyther forbidden or doubrfull. 
Better isa (stele with the feare of the Lord,then greatizgalure 
‘with trouble ; trouble of con{cience at the houre of death. 
Thus farre we doa gree:whofouer layeththisforhis ground _ 
that he will be rich, mu infnare his con{cience with many *1™°.% 
K ne- 
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Stet 


3 Tim, 6.9. . 


' ; a 
Luse 6, — 


Shy 86% 


Not ee 


3 Caulerof the 


niceffity of 
fury. : 


i s,8- 


neceflary euils,whereof viury ts one * neceflary, I fay,noe 
to a religions hone{t man , who is content with his e- 
ftate ; butto himwho refolueth he will. be rich : for 
they that willbe rich (faith the Apoftle ) fall into temp- 
tations and fnares , which drowne.men in perdition and 
deftrudtion. 

2 Ifit be propounded, that tradeandcommerce be- 
tweene man and mancannot be maintained inthis Cit 


- withont borrowing and lending : thatis alio granted. 


Gods Law did euer intend that men fhouldlend one to 
another ;incharity to the poore : in friendfhipto their 
equalls , toreceiue the like courtefie againe-Which duty 
if men would performe, there were no neceffity of vfury: 

3 The third point then followeth. Prefuppofing the 
cuftome and corruption-of thefe times wherein men will 
not lend freély asthey ought ; isthere nota neceffity of 
viury?admit that be granted :who did impofe this neceffi- 
ty tif God ; thenisthis reafon good, vfury is neceflary, 
therefore Jawfull- But if men or eftates haue drawne a 
neceffity of firning vponthemfelues by the cuftome of 
finne, doth this extenuate or aggranate the fault ? Woe 
be vnto them ( fayth the Prophet E/zy ) who draw fin, 
as with cart-Ropes. Cities and Incorporations haue 
drawne a neceffity ofthis finne vponthemielues by three 
ftrong cart-Ropes of iniquity. 

Firft che hardneffe of mens hearts , and want of charity 
4n thofe who be well ableto lend and will net, haue fore 
ced many to pay viury. * 

Secondly, the couetous defire and pride of borrowers, 
who out ofaninfatiable appetite to compafle great mat- 
ters, do take vp great fummes of money , for money : 
that no money is to be {pared for_fuch as be true bor- 
rowers indeedes Woe vata them thatioyne, Land to Land 
rill there be no place for the poore to dwell in. Thatisthe 
Country woe- But vpon the fame ground , itis inferred : 
Wee vate thems who ioyne money to moucy , billthere be none * 


J bef 
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left for the poore to borrow. This is the City woe = which 
bringeth aneceffiry of borrowing vpon intreft. 

Thirdly , falfeheod and deceit in defrauding one ano- 
ther of their monies at the times appointed , fo as being 
difapointed of their owne , they are compelled to take 
vp of others,or to (hut vp ther doores. Thefethree fold 
-eart-Ropes, not eafily broken, haue drawne aneceffity 
of vfury vpon Gities. And fhall ictherefore be reputed 
no finne ?God forbid : it isno good confequence neyther 
in perfons nor eltates. 

Notinperfons. S. ?a#/tellech vs of an heart that can- 
notrepent, which heapeth vnco it felfe wrath again(t the Rom. 2s, 
day of wrath. .Is impenitency in that heart no fin,becaufe 
cuitome hath made it neceflary ? 

A drunkard hath bronght his body into fuch an habic, 
that vnleffe he drinke bountifully , enen to the turning 
of his braine, he is ficke againe, Is not drunkeneffein 

_that perfon finfull,becaule fo neceffary ? 

But forthelender , which isthe Vfurer,there isno co~ 
lour or pretence of any fuch neceffity which canbefall him: 
feeing he hath authority from God as fteward of his blef- 

fings : and power among {t men as owner Of his money : 
for variety of lawfull and vndoubted imployments. 
: 2 Anfwer. 

The Common-wealth of the Lewes did fand without 
vfury, therefore why may not ours? 

2 You may find a difcouery of the infinite iniuries this 114 trac s- 
kingdome endureth by the vnlawfull trade of viury- gainft fo 
Where the allegations commonly made in defence 66 Se 
vfury, are fufficiently anfwered. of Pacliaeneme. 

3 Viury is the cheefeitcaufe ofthe greateft mifery in 16". 
this Land , as wellto gine occafion of ereat wafte asalfo tom in Wiury 
to make much want, and willbe in the end, thevndo- me fue 

‘ing ofall, if ic be not looked to intime. The Romans wees - 
neuer began to decay, till vfury Lorded amongft them, (,, will, 
for then private gaine thruft out common protit , lift was frie a 
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holden for law,idleneffe more vied thenlabour,ryotinftead 
of dyet,vice better regarded then vertue, no charity at all, 
noloue betwixt man and man,buteuery man for himfelfe, 
and the whirle-poole of pride and: ryot ouerfloweth inal! 
things,and in all places: 


— 


ro’ Argument for vfury. 


Propo fitson, No wfury is forbidden by the law of God,and by the law of 
nature, but that whichis burtfull , aud ioyned with the hurt 
and loffe of the neighbour. 

Aflumorion.. But fome ufury is net hustfull, but rather helpfull tothe 
neighbour. 

Conelufien. Therefore fome vfury is not forbiddens . 


Anfwer-. 
Firft the propofition is vntrue,and of dangerous.confe- 
quence: for the law of God forbiddeth ail vfury in gene- - 
vs, Dewaans tall, asa thing init ownenature and in his whole kind 
o 203. fimply vnlawfull, without any reftraint or limitation, euen:: 
; as it condemneth adultery,lying, theft, orany other noto- 
rious finneeThus-a man might argue for an officions lye- 
Replys | 
But they proue their propofition thus. , 
Propo fio V fury 1s not forbidden,but as itis againf? charitpsfor cha« 
vity is the farmme of the law,and he which obfermeth the rules 
of charity,keepeth the lame 
“Affemption. But that which is not hurtfulltsthe meyghhour . 1s sot a- 
: gainfe charity. 
Gonclefion Therefore that ufury which is net hurtful to the sepgh- 
| hour is wot forbidden. 
Anfwer, 


1 To the Propofition : Charity. which is the 
furnme.of the law, hathreference towards God ; towards 
our neyghbour, not onely in prinate , butalfo in publike : - 
and towards a mans felfe.And in this fence I acknowledge 
she propofition of his fyllogifmeto be true,viz.- That viury » 

is 


4 
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is not forbidden, but as itis repugnant to charity. But here- 
by the allumption of this fyllogilme is proued to be fal&, 
for there be many things which are not perhaps hurtfull to 
ourneighbourinparticular, with whom: we deale, which 
are notwithftanding repugnant to charity. The officious lic 
helpeth the particular neighbour,in whofe fauour itis told, 
yet becaufe it is repugnant to verity, ic isrepugnant to 
charity. God whots truth hath forbidden all yntruth,and 
he will deftroy eulery one that fpeaketh lies : the lying 
-mouth deftroyeth the foule : therefore no lying can ftand 
with thatcharity and obedience which we owe to God, 
-nor with that loue which we owe to our owne foules. So 
inlike fort {uppofe that the borrower fometimes is not hure 
by vfury , but rather holpen : yet notwithftanding all yfury 
isagainft charity , for the pradtice of it cannot {tand with 
charity and ourallegance to God ; who hath forbidden ix, 
denounced his udgements againft it, made gracious pro-~ 
mifesto them that will do the contrary: nor with ourcha- 
rity and duty to our Countrey,vato whichyfury is in many” 
re(pects noyfome , ashath beene fhewed-: nor with that 
lone which we oweto our ownefoules ; for whofoeuer 

putteth forth to vfury,or taketh increafe , he fhall not line,’ . 

—- dye the death. Reply. 

Yea bus fay they againe toprone the former propofition, That 
ufury which is ioyned with the hurs of the neighbour is Con 
demned : therefore that which is not ioyned with shehure : 
of the neighbour is not condemned, 

Arfiwer, 

T deny the confequence : for there are other refpects 
which make vfury vnlawfull,befides. thehurt of our neigh- Idem p. 27." 
bour, as euen now I thewed;by the.fame reafon the patrons 
of officions lies might argue thus ; God forbidderh vs to 
tella lieagainft ourneighbour, therefore the lie which is 
not again{t the neighbour , but for him, is not forbidden: - 

But you will fay , all lying is forbidden : fo is alt vfury, 

as l haue already proued.. 


Note: 


And 


wo 
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And thus I haue fhewed againftthe propofition that all 
viury is vnlawfull, thoughall werenot hurtfull. Now I 
adde againft the aflumption of the firft Syllogyfme, © chat 
allvfury ishurtfull: hurcfull I fay,eyther to the borrower 


-ascommonly it js,orelfeto the Commonwealth, as before 


Bb. Downam 
Phrs.p.305. 


He which bor- 


rewes vpoll v- 


fury, neceffity . 


compelling 
finncs nor, 


Idem p. 338., 


hath beene proued. 


ir Argument for vfury. 


To lend vponvfury and to borrow vpon ufury ave velatiues, 
therefore if to lend vpon vfury be afimne, it is afinne 
to borrow upon ufury,and if to borrow upon vfury be lar 

full, then is it larfull to lend vpon vfury, 


Anfiver. 


Deny the confequence whichis grounded vpona falfe 
fuppofition-That there is alwaies the like reafon of rela- 
titles. The oppreffour,and he that is oppreffed; the rob- 
ber, and he thatisrobbed, arerelatines: but thall we 
hence conclude, that if to be robbed, or oppreffed is not a 
finne,therefore itis not a finneto rob or to opprefle ? 
He which vpon neceffity, yeeldeth to pay vfury , doth 
fuffer wrong and is oppreffed: therefore firch a one finnes 
not. Which may be thus proued- 
To fuffer wrong isnot finne. 
The borrower which vpon neceffity yee!deth to pay vie 
ry,doth fuffer wrong. Therefore he doth not finne therein, 
Reply. 
He which borroweth vpon att isnot opprefied ,becaule 
he is willing to borrow vpon viury: yea,and fo willing that 
he feeketh co the vfurer and intreateth him to lend offering 


_to ginehim confideration according to the Statute, thatis 


tofay, Viury. 
- Anfwer, 
He that borroweth vpon viirry in cafe of vrgent aa 
doth 
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‘doth yeild co vfury againft his will, yea although he both 
offer and promifeit: for in cafesof vrgentneceffity, men 
feeme many times willing to that whichis indeed againft 
their will. Whenaman isindanger of fhipwracke, how 
will he beftirre himfelfe to vnlade and lighten the fhip, 
and with fuch earneftnefle caft his goods into the fea, that 
he may feemeto be very willing to be rid of them: and 
yet the thing which he willeth, is not the cafting away of See .the an- 
his goods, but the fafety of his life. This is a conditional! {<1 to the 2 
neceffity. Thus the borrower is no more willing to pay viu- “5 a 
ry, thenthat man was to caft away his goods: buthis ne-””’ 
ceflity for anoyding a greater inconuenience, makes him 
feeme willing to that whereunto fimply he is ynwilling, 
' 2 Reply. a 

: The vfurer cannot accomplith his finne without the bor- 
rower, therefore the borrower is partner of the vfurers 
finne- - 

- | Aafwere PIT an 2p 
Theconfequent is not good.The finne of rape cannot be 

without the innocent party thatis rauithed, yet fhe that is 
rauifbed, isnot partner of his finne that committeth the 
rape. So likewife one man cannot oppreffe,vnleffe there be 
anotherto be opprefled, nor impofe vfury , vnilefle there 
be another on whom it isto be impofed: and yet he thac 
is oppreffed is not partnerof the oppreffors finne, nor the» 
borrower who vponneceffiry borroweth vpon vfury,of the - 
viurers finne. 


Idem p 3445 


: . 3, Reply. 
It may be doubted of, whether one may take money for 

his vfe of anvfurer: 2 Becaufeit is not lawfull to confent 

to him,that doth euill. 2. Nor to give occafion to one of 

euill,as he feemeth to doe, thattaketh money vpon viury. 

3. And Jeremy profefieth , that he neither gaue nor tooke [ch 151°. 

to viury,where the Prophet plainely infinnates, that if he 

had done eyther, hee could haue found inft caufe in 

himfelfe why he fhould be euill thought of. - 


ton, 


mancemems, 
An- Dp Fo, 


Bb. Babing- 
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‘I @An[wer. 

Di. Smith, 1 He confenteth net to the finne of the vfurer, that ta- 

in Willer, eth vp money of him,he confenteth co the lending which 

vpon Leuit, jsgood, but the hard conditionin lending, the viurerim- 

P. 336: poteth,and the other is forced to accept, becaufe of his ne- 
ceffity. 

2 heater doth he giue him occafion of fining, but of 
lending, the viurer himielfe Sissi occafioners peccandi,ta~ 
keth oceafion of finning. 

3 The word there vfed by the Prophet, is Najfhah, 

which fignifiech mutwe dare , tolend, as /w#a- well tran- 

flateth,as it is taken in other places, Dewt.15,2,.6,24. 10. 

where the Sepraagins interpretit by the word xpi, Or 8 pesntgase 

debt not vfury,and fo Theodorian herereadeth, J didowe 

nothing to any man; the Hebrew word Najbah., with 

He, fignifieth fimply tolend, but with /eph, to lend 

vpon viury,as Efay 24.2,and though the vfuall reading be 

receiued, it fignifieth no more thenthis, that the Prophet 
Cautions in had no trading at allwith them, (as we fay) heneyther 
inate bought nor fold with them and yet they hated him. 
P Y Wherefore the re(olution here is, that a man for hisnecef 
fary oceafions may make vie of an vfurers money, but (not 

to make gaine of it by letting tout againe. 2 orto mains 

taine his-pride, -gaming, drunkenneffe, 3 .Or to compafle 

Bb.D ownam great matters in the world, orto purchafe Lands,or Hou- 
in Phy p 318, fes, 4 Or to feeme poore,that he may giue nothing to the 
319,320,%¢. 4 of the Church,orto the Commonweale in {ubfdies and 
taxes.5 Or when he may borrow freely,at the firft motion 

offering vfury to the lender) but driven to it of neceffity : 

for von gai patitur fed quifasit iniuriam peccat,pot. hethat 

-fuffereth, but he that doth wrong, finneth: and.it is a very 

like cafe, as when a man vfeth the oath of onethat {wea- 

reth by falle gods : as Jacob did of Labans oath,that {ware 

by the god of Vahor, Gen.31+53- who ferued other gods, 

Tofh.24;2.t0 confime the league betweene them,as auga- 

fine fayth, Now peccate itlinss fed pacto boxe, quo fidem [er= 


B= 
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navity'vtitur in bonem , he doth not vie his finne in Gwea- 
ring by:falfe Geds, buthis couenant , whereby hee kept : 

his faythto a good end : Ep:S#.154.And likeasamanfal- Note: 
ling into the hands of Theeues doth reueale vnto them his 
treafure to faue his life , which otherv/ife he ought not to 
doe : as thetenne men did to /fmael , /er.41.84 So it is 
when one vrged by his neceffary occafions falleth into the 
Vfurershands. But better were it to prevent fuch occa- 
fions, if it may be: and being once enwrapped,to follow 
the wifemans counfell : Giue not reft vnto thine eyes ; 
till chow haft delinered thy foule, as a Doe from thehand 
ofthe hunter, andasa Bird from the hand of the fouler, 
P704.6.5« Foras a Bird taken in a lime-bufh, fo one by 
dealing with thé Vfurer, the more befnarech and entang- 
Jeth himfelfe. 


Not t@ cone 
tinueindebrto 
Viurerse 


‘12° Argument for vfury. “ 


Nefhech hich fgnifies biting vfury is unlanfull. But tosth- 
leffe vfury ts not fo. 


“ Anfwers 


{ T is the nature of all vfury to bite , though with preat Mr. Fenton 
difference: fome like the Englifh Mastiue,fome like of Viury p+ 9« 
the degee-flie fome {earce fenfibly,- and therefore not per- All Viury bites 
-ceinedtobeatinne: - ' 
Firft, becanfe many arecontent’ to’ moderate them- {4 yfury 
j . mee he oo ste ke y Yiury 
feluesinithisgaine; and then, ifitbea finne, itis buta lit pemes not to 
tle one’s. as Lor fayd of Zoar, -Ges.4 9.20.Mfodica funt que bite, 
erduntnos ; they be-thofe little ones that vndoe vs. A 
Moateinthe Eye if it be not got out intime,may grow to 
apin and web ; and a mans con{cience may iufter Ships 
wracke afwell ypon 4 Sand as vpon-a Rocke. 
Secondly ,ic is not ever fo fenfible becaufe as the Viurer 
moderating him/felfe doth not feeme to bite the borrower: 
fothe borrower releining aca by others,hath ne canle 
: “tO 
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to complaine. Yea, many. borrowers concurring inthis 
pracle,by their multitudes,-areable to {way and. inhance. 
the market, in fuch manner, that they may liue themfelues 
and pay the viurer befides. So that in conclufion thofe do 
all fet vpon the Commonwealth: which being a, great bo- . 
' dy,is able to beare many dogs, before.fhe need tocom- 
plaine: and feeling the wound (asintime fhe muft) fhe — 
Muhoram \nowethnot well of whomto complaine- Gurthenfome 
manibus  thereforeit is to, the Commonwealth, yet, {o difperfed. as 
grande leva. mong tt many that itis the lefle fenfible; but neuer a, whit. 
tur.onitt, . themore allowable. 
~~ " Forthefe and the like caufes the biting of vfury being. 
fometimes not fo fenfible to particular perfons , almighty 
God in his wifedome forefeeing how ready men wauld be 
tocauill at the Word Nefbech, hath of purpofe expiefled, 
his meaning more fully by the exegeticall addition of an-. 
other terme, which fimply fignifieth any increafe at all. - 
And this hath hedone, not onely-in the comments of the - 
Ezek, 18.17. Prophets: But.in the very text of the law itfelfe, Lewis. 
Pro,28,8, . 259.36, verarbith,andthe 37+ Vbemsarbith ; which word, 
Salomon forgetteth not to adde: for Salomous daies being 
both peaceable and richin filuer and gold,men would be 
then mere ready inall likelyhood to deuife,any.cauill, or 


ar 


‘* eolour to maintaine that finne- f 

Neyther-arethefe my priuate conicctures , againft the- 

groundleffe diftinction of biting and toothleffe viury ; but 

editing. Mi: Cali himfelfe ( vpon whom they feeme to relye as 
The citin’i- 4 chiefe patron of -vfury) doth not onely condemne it as 
_ and toothleife frivolous; but addeth further, that-1t was the, purpofe 
vlury ground- of-the holy Ghoft., by adding that other word to preuent. 
jefle, fuchcauils. Quis homines hac im parte nimium funt accati 
et verfuti, et excogitant fabrerfugia , quibus crudelisatem: 
fuamtegant ; ideo addit: et incrumentum, nox :acceperit.: bes 
caufe,fayth Calin, meninthis kind be ouer accute, and 
fubtile, and deuife euafions how they may cunningly couer 
their cruelty, therefore he addeth in the text, .Viury or in- 
~ ; , creafe - 


are commonly and vfually.neglegted of men.. - 
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creafe- And forthe diftin@ionit felfe, Calzix hiscenfure 
is, Ludant homines furs canillis, fed deus now admitrit tales 
verfutias: men cauill and play with words, but God ad- 
mitteth no {uch Teights. His meaning is fimple and plain¢, 
that all increafe aboue the pringipall is forbidden. 


43 Argument forvfury. 


Vfuryis forbidden to the poore, rhérefore lanfull towards 
"7 en 
Anfwer. 
=y-His cuafion is very friuolous: for Dent,23.19.there Bb. Dowsane 
Ti: no mention of the poore’, but all viury is forbid ppys.p.roz 
den towardsa brother,whether he be rich or poore. 

2 By the fame reafon we may conclude, wrong is moc 
tobe done to. the poore, the widow, the fatherleffe; or 
ftranger ; therefore wrong may be donetotherich, to 
the married wife, to the children that haue their parents 
huing,&ce 


Pro,a2s 23¢ 


. 3 Or when Salomon fayth,Robbe not the poore,becaue 
heis poore,we might inferre; therefore thou mayft robbe 


the rich,becaufeheisrich  c. eT We 
God inthe lawes of viury, did fpecially, and by name ues of 

forbid lending in that manner to thepoere,. for two re- (707 Psaté 

MAES ohgumy seat 7: fwere tothe 

«1-To fhew,what care-he himfelfe hath oner them, who , argument. 
2 Becaufe. the poore are {oonett and eafiett oppreffed 

of the rich,.as the loweft hedge is foonelt-tepped o- 

uer. 


3 Ifthe law of lending to the poore without viucy,fhould 


-inferre the lawfulneffe of lending to the:rich ypon vfu- 


ry ;then it isenident that Gods intendment in thofe lawes 


-forthe benefit.of the poore fhould rather proue a hurt 


and hinderance ynto them, becaife by.this meanes it would 
Le come 


ee, Ee” ee oe 
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©: Afoffe, come to paffe that the poore fhould not borrow at all.For, 
of viury;p.135. jwho will lend to the poore for nothing that might lawful- 
ly lend to the rich for vfury ?, of-which poynt we haue fo 
Jamentable and cujdent experience in thefe our dayes, as 
yo man, no not the viurer him(elfe is able to -gainefay 
it. Yet ofthe two it were better for the poore man, 
thathe fhould borrow vpon vfury, then that he fhould 
not beable to borrow at all: now borrow at allhe fhall 
not, it,.ic. be lawfull to lend tothe rick forvfury., and 
not ynto him. And-therefore as one fayd ,AZaleditta gloffz 
gua corrumpit textum: accurfed bethat gloffeorcommen:. 
tary that deftroyeth the-text :fo may I fay inthis cafe, e« 
will fare that interpretation which ouerthroweth the inten: 
Mp 4 ; 


“4 and-purpo’e of the Commandement; 


14 Argument for vfury. : 


Many by imployment of money borrowed pon afwry haue 
ORR TCT ee ee eS eee 
a oc Anfwere : ee sa 
Bb. Dowaant: W Willnot anfwer with Bafil, vices HM luge 3 @plyay Hlashthac 
= Pi. “15¢ Pe fl ig but Ithinke more (fayth he) bauecome to the halter’; 
, - but I thinke more haueproued banckrupts. De Wi//onnath 
pete of 4 pretty ftory-to this purpofe , ‘not ynwotthy chiéremein- 
a) bring» A man comming into a certaine Church, aha-feeing 
it fraught full of Images made of waxe,demanded:, what 
might be the caule of fuch ‘an vriwonted “fight ?/anfwer 
was made, «that thofe whom 'thefé-1mages did reprefert 
were certaine-perfons which.on-a time were-faned from 
drowning by calling vpon our Lady.‘Naythen ( quoth he 
againe ) where be the Images of thole (1 pray you) that 
called vpon our Lady ;- and-were- drowned ‘notwithftan. 
ding? So fay Linthis cafe. If any man will'fet before me 
theinftances, and as were the images of thofe, whotcpke » 
- ypmoney onylury, and grew'rich thereby: J would = : 
F . eee 4 f ff i 3 mane : 


Note; - 


‘pi he) 
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mand onthe other fide , that he fhew forth the hundreds, 
and thoufands of thofe , who by that meanes haue vtterly 
impouerifhed, and ouerthrowne their owne eftate , they 


3. Neyther doth this.profperouseuent of the borrower = Note? 


t 


Dr. Wilfan} 
of viury.p. 17a 


thriue, , muf needs make the buyersto pay two ‘fhilling in 


es oe. 
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Vfurers nauftrepent of their finnesand make refiitution, 


Viurers muft S for thofe who haue praétifed this inne, their duty 
pee their isto repent thereof, becaufe they that put forth their 


money to viury fhall not dwellinthe Mountaine of Gods 
holineffe, namely, vnleffe they repént. -And againé Ezek, 
18. He that putteth forth to vfiry and taketh increafe he 
fhall not line, but die the death, vz : vnléffe he répént 
and turne from his wickedneffe ; for that condition isto 
be vnderftood by warrant of the Lords owne expofition, 
Exch. 8.14,15, 216 I eee = 
BheDoteiine Now vnto Repentance, befides the inward loathing of 
in PE ry.p. 312 thefinne and forrow conceiued forit ; isrequired (as that 
31 ceftimony ; of Exek. 33.14.15. Plainely fheweth): both‘a 
defifting from the practice of vftry , and a refticution 6f 
that which hath beene gotten by vftiry, with the harme of 
ofothers: For the firft : it is the exprefle Commandemént 
of God by the Apoftle;Eph.4.28, Let him that ftole,Realé 
-no more: and by Nehemiah more particularly in thiseafe 
of viury Chap.5-10-Let vs céate from this burthen ; mean- 
ing vfury: : forfaking of finne accompanieth forgining' oF 
finne : Prow,28 13.Neyther may we thinke'that' God ré+ 
mitteththofe finnes, which we our feluesrétaines * 
Now vpon this forfaking of finne, will follow the fe- 
oe etal cond duty of repentance , nartiely reftitution , as a ne- 
make reftita, cefary confequent thereof, which reftitution whofoener 
tionelie, | maketh not, being able to reftore , he neyther hath vn- 
,t No repen fained repentance of his finne, nor any found affurance 
_ tance, of che forgineneflethereof- He hath not repentance : for 
he doth not forfake the finne of theft and vfury , that cons 
tinneth in ic, and he continueth therein that doth not 
make reftitution. Forfooft asa man remembreth , that 
. whatfoeuer he hath vniuftly gotten by vfury, or any other 
Kind of theft, to che damnifying of others, is not his 
- owne, 


ee 
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owne, but theirs whom he hath wronged, and yet re~ 
fufeth ( being ab'e,) to reftore the fame , fo often he $i ves aliena 
committeth theft.Therefore Augu/tine fayth, that mencoe r79pter quae 
not repent indeed, but counterfeit repentance,if when they fe ia eff 5 
are able to re{to1e other mens goods , wherein they haue oe d Poth 
offended , they,do not reftore them non agitur pa- 
Ashe hath not repentance which maketh not reftitution, "itentia , fed 
if he be able, fo neytherhath he any found affurance of re /7gitur. 
miffion: It isatruefaying of Avguftine, Non remitti pecs 2 
catum,nifireftituatur ablatum, that the finne is not remit- remiffinn. = 
ted , vnleffe that which hath beene yniuftly.caken’, bere- Epit. 54, ad 
ftored, namely,if the party be able to reftore: for whiles Maced: 
a man continueth in his finne, he cannot beleeue the for- 
gineneffe thereof, and he continueth therein, vntill hee 
make reftitution.. To reftore is to ceafe from doing wrong, 
therefore hee that fhall not reftore, doth not ceafe from 
the wrong. - , 
But it is further tobe confidered, towhom and when 
this reftitutionis to be.made,, and how farre forth. 

1 To whom ? Surely.to him that hath fuftained loffe or To whom vit: 
harme thereby, Lexit.6.5- Nwmob-5.7-8. Thatis,eyther rers muft re. 
tothe vie of the Debtour ifhe hath beenebitten,orto pub- fore, 
like and godly vies , ifthe Common-wealth hath beene 
endamaged. | | 

“2. When? So fooneas thou defireftremiffion of thy fin, 2 When. * 
and reconciliation with-God for fo the Lord hath expreffe- 
ly commanded. Mwmsb. 5.6.7.8. Lewit.6.2.3.4.5.6.7,vize 
Thatthe finne firft muft be confeffed to God : Secondly, 
reftitution is to be made.to the party offended, the fame * 
day that thou feekeft reconciliation with God , ifnot be- 
fore: and Thirdly a facrifice was tobe offered, &c. The ~ 
equity whereofremaineth vnto vs, that inthe chird place — 
we fhould call vpon God for the. forgiuenefle ofour finne, - 
defiring him. for and by. the fufficient facrifice of Chrift >: - 

( which was prefigured by the facrifiees of the Law ) to 
sorgine.our-finne Many will feeme to feeke se 
Wace”. 


_withGod’, but neuer thihke of making amends to theie’ 
brother offended. But our Saniour Chiift teacheth vs ano- 
ther leffon, at.5.23. 24, 
How fatre How farre forth is thisreftitution to be made, thatis, 
forth this res Of what vfury,and of how mucli ° 
ftitution is to = _Axf, Not of meutall vfury, where gaine for loane ig 
be made, intended onely and expected : for howfoener that intent 
-corrupteth the a& of lending , yet it polluceth not che free 
. gift of the borrower,which ts voluntarily given in teftimony 
of thankfulneffe. And therefore it bindeth not the lender 
for reftitution to be made to tlie neighbour whom he hath. 
not wronged , burtorepentance toward God. 

For the quantity; fo much at the leaft isto be refto- 
red as hath beene gotten by vfury with the harme of others: 
or if the offender bee not able to rettore fo much, yet 
he muftreftore fo muchas he1s able. The Lord in his Law 

_ commandeth , that the offender fhould reftore the whole 

fiimme , and alfo adde. a fift part vnto it , . Lesit.6.5. 

Numb.5. 7° & Zacheus , to teftifie his repentance ,. pro-" 

mifeth foure fold : chat chofe men may know how farre they 

be ftom true repentance who will reftore nothing at all, 

If any fhallchinke or fay , Durss e5t hic Sermo, this is 

a hardor hatfh Do&trine , whichis not fo efteemed in re< 

{pect of other kinds of theft : I Anfwer , the harderthis 
Nets. Doétrine feemeth to Vfurers then to other Theeues and 
Vfutersworfe robbers, the more defperate is their eftate then of otherse 
chen other . And this may be another argumient to aggrauate the grie- 

Theeues. uoufneffe of this finne, that whereas other Theeues and 
_ dye of *<- robbers ,. ifonce they be difcouered , acknowledge their 
in smay > fault, and are willing to make refticution , Vfurers 
Sermon von though conuinced of thisfinne, yet {tand in defence there« 

viury and in Ofand thinke not themfelues bound to make reftitution. 

hs Sermon of = Teould with much facility , confirme the indgement 
Bare “°"" of this reverend Father, by the concurrence of a world 
Bb. Kiag on OF teltimonies ; but -becaufe the poyat is already dif-. 
Jonab.Ch.3,&.. couered to bea manifeft ruth Iwill Dut (¢)mame fome-of 


, . them, 


4 


~- 


And of how 
much ? 
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them that require Vfurers to makereftitution, and preferre 
to the Vfurersconfideration , theiudgement ofa moit 
learned and indicious Do&or- 

Powels pofitions of viury p.68.69.Mr.- Phslips Sermons 
p.95-Bb.Sands in Sermon vpon,Luke 1674-75. M' Rogers 
ftrange vineyard p.313.Bb- /ewell, vpon 3 Theff.p.147. 
Perkins vol.2-p.197- y 

If viury bean vnlawfull trade, as hath beene fufficient- Dr. swith in 
ly proued before ; then it will follow , that what is "”#/et on = 
wrongfully gotten muft bereftored home, and reftitution *™ P'°3%° 
bemade ofthe wrong done. So Zachens profefleth to re- Viurets to «te 
compence foure fold what hedeceitfully had gotten ; the "*°*_ 
word is [ tsvxopdvrice ] taken from:fuch as-among the ) 
Athenians difcouered thofe which carryed out figs,which 
was forbidden, (they being had their in great price,) and fo 
the word isgenerally appliedtotholfe , that accufe others 
wrongfully, and forge any cauillation againit them, in like. 
manner Viurers hauetrickes, and deuices to enwrap and 
entangle their poore dehters. 


Viurers haue 
thickes to eti~ 
. : 7 es ; ‘tanple their 
And if they will with Zachewsbecome the children of debters. 


Abraham, they mutt makereftitution of their vncon{cion- 
able vfury : fo was it decreed in a generall counfell, Poffe(- Councells de- 
frones que de Vfuris comparate {unt , vendi debenr,ct pre- a reflitus 
tiahisex quibus Ufureexrorta [unt , refeitws ; poffeflions - 
gotten by vfury,muftbefold, and the price giuentothem, 
of whom the vfury was extorted ; Lateran. Part.16.c.5.and 
Augustine a\fo would haue vfury reftored: Quin omne,quod 
male poffiaetur, alionum eft, becaufe every thing, which 
is ill poffeffed, belongeth toanother ; Epsi#.54. 
But here in this cafe of vfury , thefe cautions muft be eae i 

obferued. . ao 

1 Thatevery thing gotten by money cannot be reftored, 
but onely thofe things: Qwornm vfus non eft confumptio, 
which arénotconfumed inthe vfe, as Houfe, Lands, but 
meat apparell, which confume inthe vfe,cannot be refto- 
red, but the value of them. 


M 2 Befides 


82 T be Englifh V furer. 


2. Befides the vfury money; fomething maybe gotten; 
humana , induftria , by humane industry and forthat re- - 
fiitntionis notto be madee . 

3, And ifthe lender be damnified,Per dilationem,by the: 
detayning ofhis money ; of that alfo a confideration mult: 
be had. 

4. And all the priceofabe Houfe and ground isnetto be 
reftored , but Secundum quantitatem v[ure ; according to 
the quantity of the viury receiued.To this purpole, 4quin. 
229.18. art, 3- . ; 

5- Adde hereunto, ifthe parties benot lining of whom - 
the vfury was taken : then refticution muft be made to his — 
heyres,and next of his kindred,and for want of them tobe | 
giuentopious vies according to the Law,Vwmb.5.8. And. - 
forthe Canon is: Dui vfaras recepersut, cogendi June fib pte 
aa Excomenunivatronis ys aquibus extorferuntvelharedibus 
restituere, they which hauereceiued vfury, are to becom- 
pelled vnder paine of excommunication to reftore them to 
{uch , from whom they extorted it , or totheir heyres, .. 


Lateranen{.ibid, ubifupr. 


; Conclufton. 
2 Chro.30,18 Now the good Lord pardon every Véurer,that prepareth 
a his heart to feeke God,the Lord Ged ofhis fathers,though - 


hebe not cleanfed according to the purification of the - 
Wee as Sanétuary.The good Lord open their eyes,and turne them 
*** from darkeneffe to light,and fromthe power of Satan ynto 
God: that they may receiue forgiuenefie of finnes,and in- 
= heritance among them which are fanGified by faith that 
isin Ghrift. ; e at 2 “{ 
Now the Godof peace, that brought againe from the dead 
our Lord lefus,that creat Shepheard of the /heepe thronghthe 
Heb.33.20.21. blood of the enerlast:ng conenant, make them perfect iwexery 
good worketo doe his will working in'them that which is well 
pleafiag in his ficht, through lefus Chest sowhom be glory for 
~ewer abd cuer, Amen. ~ ; 
"Barnard. Serm> 61+ in Cant. 
a a Meritnm meum miferacio Dominik 
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© make of griping vfury their Trade 
among the rich. No fcruple now is made 
Inany place. Foreuery Country-village 
hath now fome vfury, as well as tillage, 

Yéa they that lending moft ofall deteft 

though but for tollerated interelt: 
Doe nathlefle take thofe annuities 

which Often proues the bitingft vfuries ; 
By nature money no increafe doth bring, 

moft,therefore thinke it a prodigious thing 
That money put to loane,fhould bring in gaine. 

yet fome of thefe by praétice ‘doe maintayne 
As monftrotis vfuries: and nought atall 

are touched in their con/cience therewithalls 
In viury of Cattell or of Leafes ‘ 

we may disburfe our money for inereales 
More biting farre then thofe who dare to take 

who by meere lending doe aduantage make 
As money naturally produceth nought, 

fo,by the earth {mall profit forth is brought : 
VWntill both coft and labout we beftow, 


for little elfe,but thornes 2nd weedes wil! grow.” 


The Landlord, therefore, here I dare auer, 
to benoleflea griping Vfurer, 
Then isthe money mafter: ifhe breake 
the rule of Chriftian charity,and take 
More profitthenhis Tenant can afford, 
and fuch asthefe, are hated of the Lord. 
Of V{urers there are fome other forts 
who keepe no certaine place, but both in ‘Courts, 
In Cities, and in Country-townes they dwell, 
and inthe tricke of griving they excell ; 
There be of thefe, that Vie for filence take 
fome others, an Viurious profit make. 
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Of their authorities,and doe aduance 
their wealth by giuing others countenance: 
Their carriages their ney.ghhours fetch and bring 
they haue their feed time, and their hamefting 
Difpatcht. almoft for nothing : fuch as these 
are many of our Country. Infticess 
Some by another eagine profit catch, 
they muft be prayd and pated for difpatch 
Yea Clerkes,and many of other officers \ 
" are greater and more hatefull Viurers, 
Then they that moft are hated for that crime 
fince thefe doe often for a littletime 
Which they delay vniuftly take what may 
of no meane fumme, the annuallintereft pay. 
Thefemenarecruell: .and yet worfe by farre, 
moft Treafurers, and their pay-mafters are . 
For, that which due ynto vs doth remaine 
they doe not ,onely overlong detaine, 
But, oft, of euery hundred, twenty take, 
~ ere payment of our,owne, tovs, they make 
They mnit haue bribes, their wiues mutt haue Caroches, 
or horfe, or -lewels, after which encroches 
Their feruants alfo, for fome other dues 
_(asthey pretend )which if we doe refufe 
Po pay vnro them, twife as much we leele, 
this tricke enricheth alfoe Referres 
‘In Chancery, and in fome other Courts 
and this or makes, or marreth moft reports: 
This is that common cheat , and meanes by which 
meane officers fo {peedily grow rich, 
Although they give large Incomes,by this way 
their wines fo on a fudden grow fo gay, 
That were but vara ber few yeares before 
yea many inthe blood of Orphanes poore 
Hane dide their gownes in Scarlet by fuch courfes 
- and clothd and fed themfelues with widowes curfese 


George Withers. 
FINIS, 


